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Joseph Sutcliffe, M.A., an English Wesleyan minister, was born at Baildon, Yorkshire. He was converted in early life and became a circuit riding preacher at age 24.

He was appointed by John Wesley to Redruth in 1786. Sutcliffe introduced Methodism into the Scilly Isles in 1788, and spent the last twenty years of his life in retirement in London, where he died May 14, 1856 at age 94.

His course was one of "unspotted Christian purity and progressive excellence. In Biblical scholarship he especially excelled." He was an indefatigable writer, publishing in all thirty-two works on religious subjects, the chief being this A Commentary on the Old and New Testament.

This commentary represents 40 years of Sutcliffe's study of the Bible. After retiring at age 74, he compiled this commentary from his Bible study notes he accumulated over the years. The commentary is mostly expositional with some exegetical comments and Hebrew/Greek analysis.

00 Introduction 

ST. PAUL’S EPISTLE TO THE HEBREWS.
OUR learned critics indulge here in length of argument. Among the ancients, Origen, Augustine, and Chrysostom are the principal; among the moderns, Valla, Erasmus, Du Pin, Coccejus, Owen, and Poole are luminous. Poole asks whether this be a divinely inspired and canonical epistle? This some deny, partly through malice, as all the Unitarians, from Marcion to Arius, and down to the present time. Others doubted of it rashly, as in the schism at Rome, when the Novatians made a strong use of the sixth chapter, where the restoration of the fallen who had denied the Lord that bought them, was in some sort regarded as impossible, though not absolutely so.

“This epistle,” says the learned professor and ecclesiastical historian, whose words I translate, “not having the name of Paul at the head, affords no proof that he is not the author; for his name was obnoxious to the jews. Yet this omission has given cause to some of the ancients to doubt whether it really was a production of Paul, and canonical. Notwithstanding it was always received by the oriental churches, and is cited by the Greek fathers as canonical. Origen, in one of his homilies cited by Eusebius, Hist. Ecclesiastes lib. 3. cap. 25, says that the style of this letter is more polished than that of Paul, which is generally simple and often rude. But this letter seems to be among the most elegant productions of the Greek, as those acquainted with that language will generally allow. But the style contains, nevertheless, admirable thoughts, not unworthy of Paul. Yet my opinion is, that the diction and composition are the production of another, who has collected the dictates of Paul, and given them a drapery worthy of his master. For which reason, if some churches have received it as the epistle of Paul, we have reason to applaud their sentiments, because our fathers have apprised us by tradition, that it really was the production of Paul, though God alone for certainty knows who was the author.”

Some have ascribed it to St. Clement, bishop of Rome, others to St. Luke. But Clement of Alexandria affirms, that it was really written by St. Paul, and in the Hebrew language, and that St. Luke translated it into Greek; and that the style resembles that of Luke in the Acts of the Apostles. He adds, that St. Paul had reasons for not putting his name at the head of the epistle, because the jews for so long a time had been violently prejudiced against him; and judging he would still be suspected, he prudently omitted his name at the head of the letter.

“St. Jerome assures us,” continues Eusebius, in a letter to Evagrius, “that all the Greeks received the epistle to the Hebrews: and, in his letter to Dardanus, that not only all the churches of the east, but also all the ancient Greek writers received it as the genuine production of St. Paul; though there were a few who ascribed it to Barnabas, or to Clement.

“All the Greek fathers, who have written since the time of Origen, have cited the epistle as canonical, and under the name of Paul. The council of Laodicea have put it in the sacred canon; and so it stands in all other catalogues of the Greek scriptures.”

“In the course of time, the Arians,” observes Du Pin, “finding that this epistle was strongly urged against them on the Deity of Christ, rejected it altogether; but the Catholics defended its authenticity, as may be seen in Epiphanius, and in Theodoret, who prove that the first Arians had cited it against the Catholics, as is apparent in St. Hilary, and St. Athanasius.

“With regard to the Latin church, Jerome remarks in his letter to Dardanus, and in his comment on the sixth of Isaiah, that it was not commonly received by many. Quam Latina consuetudo non recipit inter scripturas canonicas. To Evagrius, he says, that all the Greeks received it, and some of the Latins. Quam omnes Græci recipiunt, et nonnulli Latinorum. It is certain that St. Clement, of Rome, the most ancient of authors in the west, received and acknowledged it, because he cites passages from it. Gobarus, cited by Photinus, acknowledged it. St. Irenæus, who wrote among the Latins, names it, and cites many passages from it in his book, which contains disputations, as is noted by Eusebius: lib. 5. c. 26. The early writers seem to think with Origen, that the sentiments are St. Paul’s, but that the Greek is by another.”

Doubts however are justly entertained of Origen’s opinion. He wrote too much to be the calmest of authors. The epistle of Barnabas, and that of Clement to the Corinthians are works of merit, but by no means to be compared with the epistle to the Hebrews. Tertullian, and Minutius Felix, in their apologies for the christian religion, by study and frequent transcription, gave their works a finish of inimitable beauty. Paul, in like manner, knowing that his epistle would be read and examined by the learned in Jerusalem, took more pains in the arguments, and in the polish and perfection of his letter: he has left the literary talents of all contemporaries far in the shade. He has justified the remark of Augustine, “that no man can attain to the wisdom by which St. Paul wrote his epistles, without divine inspiration.”

St. Augustine remarks farther, as well as Jerome, that the churches of the east have received it, and that the greatest number of ecclesiastical writers have believed it to be the production of St. Paul; on which account it has been put in the number of canonical books, as the genuine epistle of that sacred writer. This judgment was confirmed by the council of Carthage (following the council of Laodicea) and finally by the council of Rome, held under the learned Pope Gelasius, and became established as the epistle of Paul.

Those three councils had reasons, and just reasons on which they founded their decisions; and reasons arising from the internal characters of the letter.

(1) It is no way likely that St. Paul, ever burning with charity for his countrymen, should see the Hebrew christians suffer, without a letter of support and comfort.

(2) This letter was written from Italy, as appears from Hebrews 13:24, where the Roman brethren salute the Hebrew christians.

(3) It was written by a person in prison, who expected liberation: Hebrews 10:34; Hebrews 13:19. —

(4) It was written by one who had Timothy for a colleague: Hebrews 13:23. Timothy is also named as the colleague of Paul in four places of his epistles. These are circumstances which coincide with no ambassador of the churches but St. Paul.

(5) The author solicits their prayers, hoping shortly to see them: chap. Hebrews 13:23.

In the synopsis by Poole, we have farther confirmations that this epistle is the genuine letter of Paul, from the ideas, and from the words themselves. St. Peter says, 2 Peter 3:15-16, “And account that the longsuffering of our Lord is salvation, even as our beloved brother Paul also, according to the wisdom given unto him, hath written unto you; as also in all his epistles, speaking in them of these things; in which are some things hard to be understood.” τινα δυσνοητα, difficult to be understood. Peter cites here the same Greek word which is used by Paul in Hebrews 5:11. Melchizedec — of whom we have many things to say, και δυσερμηνευτος λεγειν, et non facile explicabilis dictu; and which are not easily explained.

Peter illustrates the character of Christ, as the Son of God, in whom the Father is well pleased. Paul does the same in the first chapter, and throughout the epistle. Peter warns the saints against falling away: 2 Peter 3:17. Paul does the same in Hebrews 6:4-5; Hebrews 10:26-38. Peter exhorts the saints to look for the day of the Lord: Hebrews 3:9-14. Paul does the same in Hebrews 6:12; Hebrews 10:25-29. These coincidences show that Peter had read the epistle to the Hebrews as St. Paul’s, and avowed his belief in the divine inspiration of his beloved brother.

To these we may add, that Paul makes a grateful memorial to the Hebrews of their charity, in having had compassion on him in his bonds while in Jerusalem, and for a long time a prisoner in Cæsarea; and of course he writes to comfort them in their long-continued persecutions. But we nowhere read that either Barnabas, or Clement, or Luke, or Apollos were ever in prison at Jerusalem.

Nor should it escape remark, that he mentions ingenuously a fact which they well knew, — that he had not seen Christ, till the Lord appeared to him in the way to Damascus, but that he had received the gospel by revelation, which was confirmed to him by those that heard him, and by the divine endowments of the Holy Ghost: Hebrews 2:3-4. All this agrees with Paul, and not with Barnabas.

Origen then had reason to add, as cited by Eusebius, Hist. Ecclesiastes 6:25, “that the ancients did not rashly hand it down to us as a production of Paul.” And after three councils have decided that Paul wrote the epistle to the Hebrews, nothing but heresy can be the base of doubt and agitation.

But against all this weight of evidence, greatly impaired by abbreviations, let us hear what the old Arians, and the modern Unitarians have to say. Let them come forward, and be heard in open court.

They say, first, that Paul does not begin the epistle with benedictions. Answer: neither do Clement and Barnabas begin their epistles in that way. Clement of Alexandria has assigned reasons for the omission of Paul’s name, being a character hated by his nation, and his name proscribed. These reasons have satisfied most learned men.

They object, that the style is superior in point of elegance to the usual style of Paul. Dr. Lardner, a semi-arian, gave up that point: why therefore repeat it now? He allows the sentiments to be those of Paul. Read the sublime passages of this apostle in 2 Corinthians 6., 1 Timothy 6:11, and talk no more of Paul’s inability.

They farther object to the uncertainty of the time when it was written. But what difference can three years make, as it was unquestionably written after the year fifty eight, and some years before Jerusalem was destroyed; for the sacred writer says, “ye see the day approaching:” Hebrews 10:25.

But say ingenuously, Do not your tender scruples arise, because St. Paul made the great mystery of godliness eminently to consist in God being manifest in the flesh, and that he considered this to be the very pillar and ground of the truth? Because he here lays, as the prophet did, the incarnation and mediatorial work of JEHOVAH ELOHIM, as the foundation of the church? Isaiah 28:16. And because he instructs the Hebrew christians, that building on this rock of ages, they would be secure amidst the raging tempests, and the overwhelming floods of divine wrath? But does not the holy apostle establish his doctrine by invincible arguments drawn from the Hebrew scriptures?

Oh base apostates from the faith of the whole primitive world, who all expected a Messiah, and that Messiah from heaven. Oh that I could rebuke their philosophy by revelation, and make them blush, as men that dishonour the sanctuary. Oh that I could rouse certain dignitaries by the example of Jewel, of Pearson, of Jeremy Taylor, of Bull, and of Horsley. Oh that I could also touch their pride of nonconformity, by voices from the tombs of their martyred predecessors, and by the luminous works of Baxter, Bates, Flavel, Howe, and a thousand more. How will their Wakefield stand before the throne of God, with his heretical testament in his hand, indecently saying of his expiring Saviour, “He breathed his last?” — See his note on Matthew 27:50.

What better hope can the Socinian indulge, after betraying the Lord of glory with a kiss, than to perish in the tomb. — Not so St. Paul. He supported the suffering Hebrews, by showing them the Saviour, despising the cross, and now set down at the right hand of the Majesty on high, till all his enemies shall be made his footstool. — See more in that invaluable work, “An Introduction to the critical study and knowledge of the holy scriptures.” By T. H. Horne, B. D. This author, with incessant labour, has applained the student’s way to the sanctuary. 

01 Chapter 1 

Verses 1-14
Hebrews 1:1. God, who at sundry times and in divers manners, spake — to the fathers. By the personal appearances of Christ, the Word of the Lord; by voices, by angels, by visions, by dreams, and by impulses of the Holy Ghost. In these forms we have received all the glorious doctrines of truth, and particular revelations, and that chiefly in times of ecclesiastical trouble.

Hebrews 1:2. Hath in these last days, those new and good days foretold by the prophet. Joel 2:28. That old men should dream dreams, and young men should see visions; for God is not unmindful of his promises.

Spoken unto us by his Son, as stated on Psalms 2:7. Matthew 3:17; Matthew 16:18. Acts 13:33. Romans 1:4. He is the heir of all things in heaven and earth, the Lord, the head, the prince of life and glory.

By whom also he made the worlds. αιωνας, secula, “the ages;” that is, he created, for so Paul quotes the Greek word of the LXX, in Acts 17:24. “God that made the world, and all things therein.” By ages then we understand the duration of all creatures, and all the diversities of dispensations in their government, for Christ is Lord of all, the Immortal of the Immortal.

The Arians endeavour to evade the force of this passage, by allowing that Christ has prepared or made the new ages of the church. This cannot be conceded; for the word is put absolutely, as the Hebrew עולמים always is used, when speaking of the Divine Being; and St. Paul also uses it in the same sense, in Hebrews 11:3. “Through faith we understand that the worlds (or ages) were framed by the Word of God.”

Hebrews 1:3. Who being the brightness of his glory, the existing splendour of his glory. Paul speaks here as the prophets, for every word would be weighed, and brought to the strictest analogy of faith. By the glory, the enlightened jew would understand the Messiah, the God of glory that appeared to Abraham. The King of glory, as in Psalms 24:7. The glory of the Lord that was to be revealed. Isaiah 40:5; Isaiah 60:1. Beza well observes here, that we cannot contemplate the glory of the Father, except in the Son.

And the express image of his Person. χαρακτηρ της υποστασεως αυτου, “and character of his substance.” The note of Erasmus is, “And figure, as we may say, the express form of another, or the mark of the thing we desire impressed, as in wax. Augustine, in his book on the incarnation of the Word, for character understands the figure expressed. Jerome adduces this place in his commentary on Isaiah, and for character reads, form. Nothing is so proper to express the archetype as the image impressed by the seal. — This word, hypostasis, designates what subsists, and which the Greeks sometimes take for person.”

Christ thus subsists, the image of the Father’s wisdom, and power, and love. And how is it possible to divest this ever-subsisting glory of the Father, who comes, who goes, who hears, who speaks, of the idea of personality? No man should cavil at our plain words, unless he can give us better. — Who upholdeth all things by the word of his power; proof absolute that he made all things.

When he had by himself purged our sins. The great object of Christ’s coming into the world was to take away sin, by the shedding of his most precious blood. Almost all things, says this apostle, were by the law purged with blood; and without shedding of blood is no remission: Hebrews 9:22. Hence it was that David prayed, Purge me with hyssop, that is, with the sprinkling of blood, and I shall be clean; and hence also it is said, that the blood of Jesus Christ his Son cleanseth us from all sin. 1 John 1:7. The death of Christ removes the penal effects of sin, and its application by faith takes away the guilt and pollution from the heart. The efficacy of Christ’s atonement for this purpose is here ascribed to the infinite dignity of his person: he “by himself” purged our sins. It was his divinity that gave worth and efficacy to his sufferings; it is his blood as “the Son of God” that cleanseth us from all sin. By his one offering he hath for ever perfected them that are sanctified, and there remaineth no more sacrifice for sin. This rejected, the sinner is lost beyond all hope of recovery.

Having fulfilled this part of the priestly office, he entered the holy place, and took his seat on the right hand of the Majesty on high. Psalms 110:1. The session of the Saviour at the right hand of God shows the work of our redemption to be complete, and that the removal of guilt is followed by all the glory of sanctifying grace, to prepare us for thrones in his heavenly kingdom. So we are everywhere taught. Ephesians 5:25-27, 2 Corinthians 7:1. Titus 2:14.

Hebrews 1:4. Being made so much better than the angels, inheriting all the glory of the Father, and all the glory of the mediatorial kingdom. κρειττων designates not only better, but more excellent and powerful, in regard of his exaltation; for the glory is his own, both regal and priestly. In regard also of the divine nature, the glory is his own for ever. His name is ineffable and unutterable, as Agur has noted. Proverbs 30:4. What is his name, and what his Son’s name, if thou canst tell?

Hebrews 1:5. Unto which of the angels said he at any time, Thou art my Son, this day have I begotten thee? Here the ineffable generation of the only- begotten is designated, in which angels have no share. Neither have they a participation in the name, and the glory of the only-begotten of the Father. Neither was the incommunicable name of Jehovah ever given to a creature, as it is to Christ. Exodus 3:15. Jeremiah 23, 6.

Hebrews 1:6. Let all the angels of God worship him. Not only are all men required to honour the Son even as they honour the Father, but the angels in heaven are commanded to worship him. Those intelligences being called Elohim in the Hebrew, and gods in the Greek, it is also said, “worship him all ye gods.” Thus we read in Psalms 97:9. Thou Lord art high above all the earth; thou art exalted far above all gods. D. Kimchi admits that the course of psalms from 93. to 102. regard the mysteries of the Messiah; and so we understand the chariots of the Lord which were with him on Sinai; and the host of angels carolling his nativity to the shepherds. Luke 2:11.

Hebrews 1:7. Who maketh his angels spirits, and his ministers a flame of fire. Faisant les vents ses anges, et la flamme de feu ses ministres; making the winds his angels, and the flame of fire his ministers. We cannot follow this reading, though it has some support from good authors; for by spirits, angels are understood; and by flame, the cherubim or burning ones are designated, as in Isaiah 6:2. Such also are the ideas in Psalms 18:10, when he rode in his chariot, on the wings of the wind, the cherubim and the seraphim attended in his cloud. All these are servants, but Christ is the Son.

Hebrews 1:8. But to the Son he saith, Thy throne, oh God, is for ever and ever. Who is he, called ELOHIM, ο θεος, the God? Answer: he is what he is called in his two natures; the God in excellence, the Mediator, anointed and exalted in his high office of priestly and regal dignity. No king, no alien shall ever succeed him on that throne. His rod or sceptre is a sceptre like the rod of Moses, a sceptre of righteousness, never to be broken like the rod of the oppressor. 

Hebrews 1:9. God hath anointed thee with the oil of gladness above thy fellows. These words are cited from Psalms 45:6-7, where Solomon is said to be anointed above his brothers, by Zadoc the priest. Moses anointed the elders, and Samuel anointed David, but the Messiah was anointed by his Sire at the Jordan, Matthew 3:17; and God gave not the Spirit to him by measure. Now Christ is anointed above all gods, for his kingdom is everlasting. He shall establish it in judgment and in justice for ever. — His unction is the oil of gladness; all the graces of glory and beauty emanate from him. He is the king who anoints all others; of his fulness have we all received, and grace for grace.

Hebrews 1:10. Thou Lord in the beginning hast laid the foundation of the earth, and the heavens are the work of thy hands. These things David spake when he saw his glory. Psalms 102:26. Here the apostle speaks, as in John 1:2. Christ began the creation. Christ shall subsist when it vanishes away. He shall bow the heavens again at the times of the restitution of all things. Acts 3:21. The Talmudists have said, that the Spirit which moved upon the waters was the Spirit of the Messiah. Genesis 1:2. St. Paul had rabbinical authority, as well as revelation, for saying, with the evangelist, that the whole creation was the work of Christ. John 1:3. Thus also we read in Psalms 33:6; Psalms 102:26.

Hebrews 1:14. Are they not all ministering spirits? By this question, and the interrogation is more forcible than a plain assertion, we have a new view of the exaltation of Christ over all intelligent beings. They serve; he reigns, and must reign, till all his enemies become his footstool. Why, oh Arian, dost thou pretend to love the bible, and degrade the Redeemer. The hope of all the earth is no hope to thy poor fainting soul, fed with the ashes and husks of a vain philosophy.

REFLECTIONS.
Had I the eloquence of Paul, and the fire that glowed in the first preachers of christianity, I would gladly introduce the reader into the society of those that first believed on the Lord, and loved one another as Christ had loved them. I would gladly lead him to the new temple built on the tops of the mountains, as a refuge for the saints, the old sanctuary being decayed, and involved in flames. Her foundation is the holy hill. God is in the midst of her, she shall not be moved. Paul having said that the church is the pillar and ground of truth, God manifested in the flesh, he here dispreads that foundation in all its celestial glory. It is not a new religion, but the rock which God had laid in Zion. He who formerly spake by the prophets, hath in these last days spoken to us by his Son. The only-begotten of the Father; the Son who is the brightness of the Father’s glory, and the express image of his person. He is Lord of all. The stone, rejected of the builders, is now made the head of the corner.

While the wicked jews were outraging the Saviour, and loading his name with execrations, Paul speaks as the faithful and the true witness who had seen the Lord of glory. If otherwise, why should he, and the christians, reputed Nazarenes, suffer all those indignities for a Unitarian Jesus, the son of Joseph and of Mary? Paul declares what he had heard and seen, that the Lord Christ was the heir and Lord of all; that he had on Calvary demonstrated his love beyond example and degree, by becoming the priest, the altar, and the sacrifice for our sins. His words are bold and strong; they cannot be shaken.

For a cloud of reasons Paul will not allow the Redeemer to be numbered with created beings, nor classed with the highest angels. He is over all, God blessed for ever. His honour, announced by voices from the excellent glory; his throne, which is eternal; his worship, which comprised that of all heaven, forbid all compromise with enemies. They who draw back from this faith must drink the bitter cup with which an angry God once drenched the rebellious jews. He is the Eternal Word who laid the foundations of the earth, stretched out the heavens like a curtain, and at whose command they shall depart as a scroll of parchment, and vanish away. But he shall remain — Jesus Christ, the same yesterday, to-day, and for ever. 

02 Chapter 2 
Verses 1-18
Hebrews 2:1. We ought to give the more earnest heed to the things which we have heard. The things relating to the glory of the person of Christ, and all his offices as mediator; these we ought to study, to weigh them in our minds, and see the old testament full of Christ, the Redeemer, the Angel of the covenant, the God of Bethel; for the Saviour of the patriarchs is our Saviour. Lest at any time, whether through prosperity or persecution, we should let them slip, or let the image vanish as the shadows seen in water.

Hebrews 2:2-3. For if the word spoken by angels was steadfast, when the law was given on Sinai, with cloud, and fire, and thunder, and the sound of trumpets. If the first offenders against that law, whether for blasphemy, or sabbath-breaking were stoned; How shall we escape if we neglect so great salvation, and slight the gospel spoken by the Son of God? To urge the plea of having bought a yoke of oxen, or lands, or having contracted marriage, as some did when invited to the feast, is to insult the Lord, by saying that corn and cattle, worldly pursuits and pleasures are of more importance than the redemption of the world, or the eternal salvation of the soul. How shall we escape, how will it be possible? We can neither flee the arm of vengeance, nor oppose it; can neither justify that neglect, nor bear up under its consequences, but must sink into everlasting fire.

Hebrews 2:4. God also bearing them witness, both with signs and wonders, demonstrated in the resurrection of Christ, the sign he had promised to his enemies, under the figure of Jonah being raised from the deep. Matthew 12:38-40. Acts 2:43. And with divers miracles, and gifts of the Holy Ghost, as when the Spirit fell on the devout people in the house of Cornelius. Acts 10:44. Galatians 3:2. Matthew 11:2.

Hebrews 2:5. To the angels hath he not put in subjection the world to come, whereof we speak. This is another reason why we should bow to the authority of Christ the Lord, all power both in heaven and in earth being given to him. He is Lord of all, sitting at the right hand of God, principalities and powers being made subject unto him.

Hebrews 2:7-8. Thou madest him a little lower than the angels, in his incarnation, in which state angels ministered unto him. The eighth psalm, cited here, confessedly regards the Messiah. What is man, that thou art mindful of him, or the son of man that thou shouldst visit him. What is man’s nature that thou shouldst visit him so, that the fulness of the deity should dwell in him. And after his minority and humiliation, and in reward of his obedience, thou hast crowned him with glory and honour, hast given him a name above every name, and set him over the works of thy hands. The Messiah is enthroned; let earth and hell tremble, let sinners make haste and prostrate at his feet. In him humiliation and glory are joined, the cross and the crown.

In this luminous psalm, it is very remarkable that instead of malachim, the usual name of angels, we find here Meod Elohim, little less than God, or the Gods. This must refer to the suffering state of Christ on earth; for in regard of his soul, says Erasmus, Christ was not inferior to angels. And though we do not yet see all things put under him, yet in the full blaze of vision we see Jesus, thus humbled by suffering, that through the grace of God he should taste death for every man, or to use the words of Agag, the bitterness of death for every man: παντος for all. The apostle follows here the words of the Hebrew, and the LXX in Isaiah 53:6. The Lord hath laid on him the iniquity of us all.

Hebrews 2:10-12. It became him — to make the captain of their salvation perfect through sufferings. The Son being the author of the great salvation, it pleased the Father to try and prove him, to bruise him and put him to grief, and to make his soul an offering for sin, as the medium by which to bring many sons to glory, numerous as the drops of morning dew, who are to be reconciled to God by his death and passion. And for this glorious cause, having assumed their nature, he is not ashamed to call them brethren. And having once washed and purified them, and given them power to become the sons of God, he says with joy to the Father, — I will declare thy name unto my brethren. What grace and mercy, what honour to sinners! What a moment was that, when the trembling sons of Jacob heard that voice, — I am Joseph your brother. Aye, a voice to brothers too, who had hated and sold him for a paltry price.

The sacred writer says, it became him, by whom and for whom are all things, to save sinners through the sufferings of Christ, as a vicarious sacrifice, such a substitution providing a medium for the honourable exercise of mercy, so that now he can be a just God and yet the Saviour, and declare his righteousness in the very act of pardoning mercy. Romans 3:25. All the claims of the law are fully satisfied by the sufferings and death of Christ, the law itself is magnified and made honourable by his obedience, and the Lord hath received at his hands double for all our sins. But if “it became” the supreme Lawgiver thus to provide for the justification of his righteous government, thus to display the unsearchable riches of his grace, if it was infinitely worthy of himself, and tended most of all to illustrate the glory of his perfections, then with the deepest reverence be it said, it would not have become Him for whom are all things to have contemplated the salvation of the world in any other way. Who then shall dare to impugn this unsearchable wisdom, or presume on the hope of mercy without the intervention of a mediator, or without a sacrifice sufficient for the expiation of human guilt.

Hebrews 2:14-15. Forasmuch then as the children are partakers of flesh and blood, he also himself likewise took part of the same. The assumption of our nature was voluntary, which it could not have been but for his preëxistence, but “he took” our mortal flesh, that by dying he might in the end of time, after the unfolding of human generations, abolish death. By taking the sons of God for his own family, he also expelled the usurper, who exercised the power of death, that is, the devil. Thus by holiness, the Sanctifier and the sanctified being one, he delivered those who through fear of death, occasioned by sin, were all their lifetime subject to bondage and legal fears. Here we have the full assurance of hope, that he who has claimed kindred with us in this state of humiliation, will not forsake us in the hour of death, but will perfect his work in bringing us to glory, and to that eternal inheritance of which Canaan was a figure.

Hebrews 2:18. He is able to succour them that are tempted. All the sympathies of his nature, all his compassion as a merciful and faithful highpriest, declare that he will cover us with his shield, against all the fiery darts of the wicked one. When we are furiously assailed with doubts of revelation, and of providence, he will remove our doubts by clearer light, as in Psalms 73:16-18. When we are tempted to neglect early piety, by pleas of sensual pleasure and self-indulgence, or harrassed with doubts and fears concerning answers of prayer, the Lord will lift upon us the light of his countenance, and scatter all the mists and darkness with which we are surrounded. When our trials come in succession to teach us the way of submission to providence, he will inspire us with courage to say, Rejoice not against me, oh mine enemy. When I fall I shall arise: when I sit in darkness, the Lord shall be a light unto me. Micah 7:8. — Excuse one adjection: had Paul written a commentary on the Hebrew scriptures, the rabbins and christian doctors had all been thrown into the shade.

REFLECTIONS.
Give the more earnest heed, oh my soul, to all that the prophets have said of the godhead and glory of Christ, thy Redeemer and Judge, lest thou shouldest let them slip, as the sieve that loses the wheat and retains the chaff, or fall in temptation’s hour, or deny thy God to prolong a mortal life.

The punishments of the like apostasy shall be greater than any inflicted under the law, for their punishments chiefly concerned the body. Even Achan died giving glory to God by the confession of sin; but the base apostate from the faith of Christ’s being one substance with the Father, loses his soul.

The equity of this punishment is deduced from the greatness of the salvation which Christ has achieved. He by Himself purged our sins, and forgives the penitent. He overcame the world, and gives us the victory by faith. He vanquished Satan, the god of this world, and he has left us his shield. He rose from the dead, the firstfruits of them that slept, that he might fashion our vile bodies like his own glorious body. In a word, this is a salvation from the dregs of sin, to the glory of Christ’s image, and to an equality with the angels of God.

We are not only in danger from apostasy, but also from neglect. What, I pray, would be the situation of the farmer in the day of harvest, who should neglect the seedtime? He would be derided, he would be ruined, and utterly undone. Think, young people, of this awful inference, while you are so carelessly neglecting the seedtime of early life.

The evidences of the godhead and glory of Christ, and all the grand truths he hath taught, are strong and clear beyond the power of any man to resist, if he enquire with an honest mind. The evidences of his resurrection will be found in John 20. The other evidences lie scattered in these reflections; and may be seen in a collective view in the second edition of my Introduction to Christianity. Hence to Christ, in his humanity and offices, hath he put in subjection the world, and all the ages to come, and crowned him with glory and honour for ever.

But the Lord Christ was made perfect, or attained this glory through sufferings. Hence his persecuted followers should not shrink at the cross, nor fall away when tempted, as these light afflictions work for us a far more exceeding and eternal weight of glory. He was sanctified in a sacrificial sense, as our sin-offering and highpriest, to taste death for every man, that they who are sanctified by the offering up of his body, not often as the sacrifices of old, but once for all on the cross, might be one with him for ever, and thereby be delivered from the fear of death through the ever- blooming hope of immortality and life, having in all their temptations the tender and victorious Saviour for their succour and support. 

03 Chapter 3 
Verses 1-19
Hebrews 3:1-6. Wherefore, holy brethren, partakers of the heavenly calling, who, as the sons of God, are called to eternal glory, consider the Apostle and Highpriest of our profession, that he unites in his glorious person all the honours of Moses as a prophet, and all the honours of Aaron as a priest, and so far eclipses their glory as the celestial house surpasses the earthly. They were only shadows, he is the substance; they were but servants, he is the Lord, the Son and heir of all. Let us then hold fast our confidence and rejoicing in hope, firm to the end, for the fading tabernacle adumbrates the glory of the temple built of God, which shall remain for ever. Mount Zion above is the mother of us all.

Hebrews 3:7-11. Wherefore, consider what the Holy Ghost saith, when David had rest from his surrounding foes, how he called the Israelites to gratitude, and the gentiles to conversion, saying, To-day if ye will hear his voice, harden not your hearts. Repeat not the sins of your fathers, for by so doing you would sin against greater grace than they ever knew. David, transported by the Spirit, spake of Christ, and the glory that should follow, not only in this world, but also in that which is to come. David foresaw that the jews in the Messiah’s day would reject his ministry, and incur greater evils than those which befel their fathers. See then, he cries, that ye refuse not him that speaketh, for his voice which once shook the earth, shall ultimately shake the heavens also.

Hebrews 3:12. Take heed, brethren, lest there be in any of you an evil heart of unbelief, with regard to the person of Christ, and the truth of the gospel. This caution must not be lightly passed over. Unbelief is the first sin that entered the heart; it hides itself lest it should be perceived. Satan said, ye shall not surely die. It excludes a God of retribution from his works. It is essential wickedness, or as the text says, an evil heart of unbelief. It places its happiness in concupiscence, and flatters itself with exemption from punishment. It hardens the heart to brave the bolt of justice, pleading every excuse for sin. It hurries men to apostasy, departing from the living God, and super-induces final destruction. It was unbelief that precipitated the Egyptians into the sea, that excluded the Israelites from Canaan, that finally burned Jerusalem, and scattered the jews over the face of the whole earth. Take heed, brethren, lest it also remove your candlestick, and destroy the unbelieving world.

The apostle prescribes the remedies: Let us fear, let us exhort one another daily. Let us strike at the root of indwelling corruption, and mortify the daring usurpations of pride. Let us converse daily with the glorious objects of our hope, that all the habitudes of piety and holiness may be formed in the heart.

Hebrews 3:14. We are made partakers of Christ, if we hold fast the beginning of our confidence stedfast to the end. This exhortation is built on our Saviour’s words: he that endureth to the end shall be saved. The faithful souls shall participate with Christ, as the members of the body participate with the head. If we do not hold fast the christian faith, if we cast away our confidence, and draw back, we have no promise of eternal life in Christ. On the contrary we are classed with those who fell short of the promised land.

REFLECTIONS.
This chapter is a continuation of inferential duties from the deity of Christ, and the truth and certainty of the christian religion. Paul was fully aware, that many of the believing jews, through incessant persecutions, drew back from the faith of the gospel. It was requisite therefore to stop them by a full display of the glory of Christ in his ever-subsisting temple. Moses saw his glory, and declared that whosoever would not hear that prophet should be cut off; which happened correctly when that nation was exscinded by the Roman sword. Moses received his revelations from Christ at the burning bush, and also in the tabernacle. Christ received the commandment of the Father, even the gospel law from the immediate fountain of deity. The temple which Christ has built with living stones is glorious; but the architect himself is more glorious than the temple. Oh Hebrew christians, if you leave this temple, you have no refuge; for your temple built with hands, the remains of Aaron’s altar, shall soon be in flames.

But the grand caution, a caution often repeated, is, to beware of the serpent fostered in our own bosom. The dangers of christians to-day is equal to those of Judea, warned in perilous times. We perceive not the snake in the grass, which changes colour, and assumes a thousand different shapes. It sheds discouragement on the soul, like the voice of the spies who said, we cannot take the land, let us go back into Egypt. But how awful is the character of that justice which the rebels despise. They murmur, they disbelieve, they rebel, till at length the years of patience and longsuffering expire, when God turns their language upon themselves, and swears in his wrath that they shall not enter into his rest. What example can be more terrific — what error more instructive!

Oh Lord, according to all thy promises, take the stony heart all away, and give me a pure, and a believing heart; a new heart, inscribed with thy name, that I may delight in the law of God after the inward man. Yea, draw me with the cords of love, that my new heart may run after thee, as much as the unbelieving heart departed from thee. 

04 Chapter 4 
Verses 1-16
Hebrews 4:1. Let us therefore fear, lest a promise being left us of entering into his rest, any of you should seem to come short of it. This caution is repeated from the preseding chapter, but the reading does not satisfy. The ancient Israelites really did come short of the promised land, and the caution is expressly against casting away the gospel, making shipwreck of faith, and of a good conscience. δοκη is not videatur, “should seem,” but as in Montanus, who follows the Vulgate, existimatur, “should be estimated” to come short of it. In Tirinus, videatur is turned, should be found to come short of it. The Mons version, of high repute, reads, Il n’ y ait quelqu’une d’entre vous qui en soit exclus. Lest there be among you some one who should be excluded from it.

Hebrews 4:2. For unto us was the gospel preached, by Jesus Christ himself, as well as unto them, in all the ancient promises of the Messiah, and in all the types and figures of the law. Nay, they saw his glory, and spake of his passion, and of the glory that should follow, in the conversion of the gentile world. These shadows are called the wisdom of God, hidden in a mystery. Howbeit, the word did not profit them, not being mixed with faith in those that heard. It fell as seed by the wayside, or in rocky places, and had no root in their carnal hearts.

Hebrews 4:3. For we which have believed do enter into rest. Canaan, where the Hebrews found inheritance and repose, was a figure of the heaven into which we enter by faith, a place of everlasting rest, of which the sabbath instituted at the creation was a standing type from the foundation of the world. There, and only there the church shall rest from all her travail and pain, as God reposed from all his works, and hallowed the sabbath as the seal of the covenant that he would grant us eternal rest. Such also is the promise: they shall hunger no more, nor thirst any more. The Lamb which is in the midst of the throne shall feed them, and God shall wipe away all tears from their eyes.

Hebrews 4:8-9. If Jesus (the greek name for Joshua) had given them rest, then would he not afterward have spoken of another day. There remaineth therefore a rest to the people of God. Paul does not deny that Joshua gave them rest, and a paternal inheritance, but he denies that this was the true rest, else why did wars and troubles follow; else why does David speak of another rest, for by the Holy Spirit he foresaw that Christ would prepare a better country for his people; that is, a heavenly heritage.

Hebrews 4:11. Let us labour, or as the greek, let us study, and warmly espouse the cause of religion, to enter into that rest, lest any one stumbling at our walk and misconduct should fall through unbelief. Satan puts the stumblingblock of some beguiling sin before men, and seduces them by their passions to destruction. The best guard against sin is to realize the presence of an omniscient God.

Hebrews 4:12. The word of God is quick and powerful, sharper than any two- edged sword. By the Word is generally understood Jesus Christ, out of whose mouth goes a sharp sword with two edges. Isaiah has said, He shall smite the earth with the rod of his mouth, and with the breath of his lips shall he slay the wicked: Hebrews 11:4. Now as the sword lays open the body by a stroke, and as the sacrificial knife divided the victims, so the word of the Lord makes manifest the thoughts of the heart. The sense is the same, if we understand it of the word preached, for it is the voice of Christ which raises the dead, and bids the dry bones hear and live. Where can we hide from him, who has eyes like flames of fire. Apostates from truth and righteousness can find no cover at his bar. — We should notice the term: the word of God is “quick,” or living; it is spirit and life to the soul.

Hebrews 4:14. Seeing then we have such a great highpriest, who is as gracious, compassionate and tender to sincere souls as he is terrific to those who harden their necks, let us hold fast our profession. Let the defection of some make us the more bold and determined in the Lord. Let us repose under his wings, rely on the intercession of our great highpriest above, and give him our cause to plead, for him the Father heareth always.

Hebrews 4:16. Let us therefore come boldly to the throne of grace. The word has reference to the mercyseat, where the glory appeared in the holy place, and where the Lord held communion with his people. On this throne he dwells in glory, and still communes with and blesses them that fear him. On this high throne he now sits at the Father’s right hand, uniting the regal, and the priestly dignity in his own person. Here he reigns, the defence of Zion, till all his enemies are put under his feet. He is full of compassion, being touched with the feeling of our infirmities. To him we may boldly come with our complaints; no ear will listen like his ear, no bosom will commiserate like his. He is able also to save to the uttermost all who come to God through him.

REFLECTIONS.
The unbelievers who perished in the desert afforded a grand argument to Paul against the jews, who rejected Christ through unbelief and enmity against the Holy One of God; for those are instructive figures to the christian church, who like the ancient Israelites are waiting for the promised rest. They were a figure of the true Israelites, and to them was the gospel preached in shadows and in promises; though much veiled even to holy men who searched the import of the Spirit in their hearts, while they spake of the salvation which is come unto us.

As heaven is our rest, and the sabbath from the labours and conflicts of life, we must endeavour to enter into that rest in the spirit and temper of our minds here on earth, where we may have the firstfruits and earnest abundantly shed abroad in our hearts, even the perfect love of God which casteth out the fear of man. They that believe do enter into this rest, as a meetness for the inheritance. Colossians 3:12. Let us labour to get this rest, this sweet repose of mind, lest any one discouraged because of the way, fail through following the old examples of unbelief.

As a preservative against this evil heart of unbelief, let us be awed by the piercing sharpness of God’s word and Spirit. It is quick and powerful, sharper than any two-edged sword. The Messiah who brandishes it against rebels, discerns the thoughts and intents of the heart. When he by this word, struck the unbelieving rebels at Kadesh, they died in despair. Numbers 14. When he pierced David by Nathan’s mission, the monarch dropped from his throne, as the wounded fall in battle. And when he turned the sword, by St. Peter’s sermon, against the three thousand who had pierced him on the cross, they were cut to the heart. Acts 2:36-37. Who then may abide the day of his coming, when a sharp sword with two edges shall go out of his mouth against the wicked?

But while the wicked fear, let the righteous hope. While apostates are menaced with this sword, and with exclusion from heaven, let the trembling soul come boldly to the throne of grace. This throne is the mercyseat, sprinkled with blood. From this throne God has promised to commune with sinful men. From this throne he pardoned the rebels who had made the calf, and proclaimed his character, merciful and gracious, forgiving iniquity, transgression and sin. This glorious high throne is our sanctuary from the beginning. It is the throne of intercession for sinful man. Come with boldness, trembling soul; thou art invited by all the characters of a weary, heavy laden, and captive soul. Yea, God also hath sent the Spirit of his Son into the heart, crying, Abba, Father. Come as a son, plead the promises, and claim the rights of adoption. Come, and fear not: thy near kinsman, thy Joseph, thy Redeemer is on that throne. He will in no wise cast thee out: thou shalt see his face, and live. 

05 Chapter 5 

Verses 1-14
Hebrews 5:1-3. Every highpriest taken from among men is ordained for men. He is to officiate in all the hallowed services of the sanctuary, to offer the mincha, or oblations and gifts of thanksgiving, and sacrifices for sin, that the congregation might be set right with God. He must be perfect in body, and pure in mind: he must offer sacrifices for his own sin, and then for the sins of the people. He must be a prophet to instruct the ignorant, to reclaim those that are out of the way, and pray for the people. He must be a holy man, arrayed with the mitre, the ephod, the pectoral, and splendid robes, the better to designate the glory of which he was a figure. He must not be self-appointed, but taken from among men, and consecrated to the service of God.

Hebrews 5:4. No man taketh this honour to himself. In the Bangorian controversy, this text has been pressed to prove an uninterrupted succession of bishops from Christ to the present time! Bossuet has done more; he asserts an uninterrupted succession from Adam to Christ, and from Christ to us. In this manner dignified men amuse themselves. Suffice to say, that in Biblia Magna, not one of the learned critics have attempted to force any such gloss on this text. In what respects is G. Faber called of God, as was Aaron? Yet this person while a boy, unchristianised half the protestant world in a sermon before the university of Oxford, as having no gospel, and no sacraments for want of episcopasy!

Hebrews 5:5. So also Christ glorified not himself, but was designated of the Father to be the prophet, the priest, and prince of the whole human kind. Psalms 2:7; Psalms 110:4. In all these, and in every view, Christ was superior to Aaron, and to all his race. They were taken from the common mass of men, but Christ was nominated of the Father. Thou art my Son, to-day have I begotten thee. Thy throne, oh God, is for ever and ever. These declarations have no relation to the resurrection of Christ, farther than as a link in the chain of our salvation: the whole scene is anterior to his rising from the tomb.

The highpriest was to offer gifts and sacrifices. The words are plural, that the number might in some degree supply the defects, as the two goats adumbrated the death and the life of Christ better than one could do. But Christ by the one offering of himself on Calvary, once for all, hath for ever perfected them that are sanctified: they need no other sacrifice.

Aaron was a priest, chosen from among men, that he might have compassion on the ignorant. When sinners pray without a mediator, God will hide his face; one, and only one, must be heard for the people. But Christ ever liveth to make intercession; he prays with all the glory of his person, and the worth of his sacrifice. And being partaker of our infirmities, we can come boldly to the throne of grace through him.

We may farther observe, Aaron was a priest succeeded by others; but Christ has an unchangeable priesthood. The Lord has thus constituted him with an oath: “Thou art a priest for ever, after the order of Melchizedec.”

Hebrews 5:7-8. And was heard in that he feared. ευλαβεια properly signifies reverence, piety, and obedience. So our apostle defines it in the next words, saying, though he were a Son, yet learned he obedience. It is also said, he became obedient unto death, even the death of the cross. He offered up strong cries and tears, in the garden and on the cross, as it had been foretold. Psalm 22, 69. 88, 89. Through his obedience we obtain righteousness and eternal life.

Hebrews 5:10-14. After the order of Melchizedec, of whom we have many things to say, and hard to be uttered, seeing ye are dull of hearing. See on Genesis 14:18-20. And who but Paul could have said these things to the saints in Jerusalem? Who but Paul could have told the Hebrews that they were yet in a state of infancy, having need to be taught the first principles of the mysteries of godliness, and to be fed with milk? How futile are the socinian efforts to get rid of this most christian epistle, and to palm it upon some less conspicuous person. They have even the effrontery to say that it was written, like Peter’s letters, to the jews scattered abroad through proconsular Asia. Others contend that it was written to the jews in Spain, forgetful surely that he thanks them for having had compassion on him in his bonds. Oh reader, never, never give up Paul, and with him, all revelation, for their dry philosophy.

REFLECTIONS.
As the pearly drops of dew in a morning, irradiated with the rising sun, bespangle all the fields, so this epistle shows us the whole Leviticum irradiated with the glory and grace of the gospel. The foremost character in that ritual is the highpriest, a figure of Christ; who once softened Alexander in his career of conquest, and often turned away the wrath of God by the oblation of incense, and the sprinkling of blood. But this august character, sinful in himself, and imperfect in his service, could find no more than a mystical glory and temporary lustre with the Lord. The purity of the divine nature required an approach of perfection in the priesthood. Hence David in the spirit made a transition from Aaron to Christ, and saw him seated at the Father’s right hand, with his enemies under his feet; and a priest for ever unto God, after the order of Melchizedec, not of Aaron’s but of Judah’s house. He resembled Aaron in tenderness, being touched with the feeling of our infirmities.

Our great Highpriest had compassion on the ignorant, and such as were out of the way; and his sole mission was to seek and to save the lost. He offered up strong cries and tears in the days of his flesh, more especially in the garden, and on the cross; and now he is entered into heaven to make intercession, and solicit our salvation on the ground of right. His oblation was not a bird, or a beast, but his own body, as a lamb without spot or blemish to redeem us to God. Oh how great is his glory, how high his service, and how great his worth. Well does the apostle gently reprove the Hebrews for being yet only as babes, who knew little of these adorable mysteries of our redemption. 

06 Chapter 6 

Verses 1-20
Hebrews 6:1. Therefore, leaving the principles of the doctrine of Christ, as a builder leaves the foundation to complete the superstructure, let us go on to perfection, which he calls here, teleióteta, perfection in knowledge and grace, a growing perfection in faith and love, progressing to the measure of the fulness of Christ, and the glorious liberty of the children of God. It is a principle constantly maintained, that our progress in grace should be associated with our knowledge of the truth. The lips of a christian should be fountains of wisdom and grace; he should not, as in the verses above, be always fed with milk, when he ought to be a teacher of others.

Hebrews 6:4-6. For it is impossible for those who were once enlightened, by a course of religious instruction. αδυνατος is not always understood in an absolute sense, but as designating a thing very hard and difficult to be done. So the LXX translate Deuteronomy 17:8. If there arise a matter too hard for thee in judgment. Thus also some of the old German versions read, A thing that can hardly be. They had tasted of the good word, sweeter than honey, or the honey comb; and felt the powers of the world to come. On this subject the rabbins laboured under much darkness. They do not allow that any happy spirit can attain the beatific vision till after the final judgment. By the falling away we do not understand homicide, adultery, or idolatry, for those sinners, after penance, might be restored to the peace of the church; but an abjuration of Christ, and accounting him accursed, as the jews do: this doubles the difficulty, by rejecting the remedy.

Hebrews 6:7-8. For the earth, the well-cultivated farm, here adduced to exemplify the glory and beauty of the faithful in the church, that drinketh in the rain, and is revived by the warmer suns, matures the harvest and the vintage, for the faithful under the smiles and blessing of God, shame by contrast the state of apostasy under the figure of land bringing forth briars and thorns, and is nigh unto cursing, to be stubbed up and burned. Our Saviour gives us a similar idea of the barren branches of the vine, which are gathered and cast into the fire. John 15:6.

Hebrews 6:9-10. But, beloved, though we thus speak of some few who have denied the faith, we are persuaded better things of you, and things that accompany salvation; and that your incessant persecutions shall not be able to separate you from the love of God, which is in Christ Jesus our Lord. The love ye have showed towards his name, in that ye have ministered to the saints, demonstrate the charity that dwells in your hearts; and the issues attendant on this divine principle are eternal salvation. — What words of healing, after the severity of excision from the church of God.

Hebrews 6:11-12. The full assurance of hope. The completion, the plenitude, the consummation, the persuasion, and the full persuasion of hope. The Greek, plerophoria, implies the certain knowledge of a thing. These are the principal readings in versions of authority. The word is rendered to the same effect in Colossians 2:2, 1 Thessalonians 1:5, 2 Timothy 4:5; 2 Timothy 4:17. Faith regards the promise, but hope goes farther, having attained the seal and earnest of our future inheritance. This is the highest and happiest state we can attain on earth, and the best guardian against all apostasy and relapse. Be not then like those base souls who draw back, but be followers of all the faithful, who through faith and patience wait for the advent of Christ, who shall give them the kingdom.

Hebrews 6:13-18. When God made promise to Abraham, in the land of Mesopotamia, before he left Haran, it was that he would bless him and give him a son. But when Abraham had patiently endured twenty five years, to the birth of Isaac, and when Isaac was grown, that he could carry a burden of wood sufficient for the altar on which he was to be offered up, then God, willing to show to the heirs of promise the immutability of his counsel, that he would surely immolate his Son on Calvary, confirmed it by an oath. Genesis 22:16. That by two immutable seals of the covenant, in which it was impossible for God to lie, we might have strong consolation, who have fled for refuge to lay hold on the hope set before us. The Lord is not as man, that he should lie, and this is the rock on which we build our hope.

Hebrews 6:19. Which hope we have as an anchor of the soul, which entereth into that within the veil. The promise, the oath, and the love of God, are to the soul what an anchor is to the ship. Our faith stops not at the vestibule, but penetrates within the veil; and as the ship, safely moored, holding by her single anchor, is regardless of rocks and shoals, tides and tempests, so in the storms of life the vessel of the church rests secure on the love and truth of God. And though our anchor, like that of the ship, be not visible, we ride safely in the current, being supported by the arms of everlasting love.

REFLECTIONS.
The glory of the christian faith being laid as the foundation, eclipsing that of the law, St. Paul proceeds to illustrate the perfection to which we should all most diligently aspire. This admirable foundation is here compressed in six essential points. Repentance towards God for our sins, which turns away his wrath; and faith in Christ, by whom we obtain righteousness and life. These two comprise regeneration, or true conversion. The next complete is baptism, then administered to adults as they came into the church, and to their households, followed by the imposition of hands for a blessing. This was an ancient hebrew and patriarchal custom; for Jacob put his hands on the sons of Joseph, and blessed them on their presentation. This custom was most sacredly observed in the primitive church, and often repeated when ministers were sent on a new mission. Acts 9:15. The churches of Ethiopia still preserve this ritual.

The doctrine of the resurrection and of eternal judgment comprise all the hopes, and the sanctifying cautions of the christian faith. This is a good beginning, a divine foundation, but we must go on to perfection. We must get all these good things realized in our hearts, or we are in danger of falling away in the day of crisis. The man of knowledge, the man of doctrines and exterior profession, is by no means prepared for the fiery trial.

To excite a horror of apostasy, the apostle exhibits with a fine pencil the glory and privileges of the regenerate. They who are built on this good foundation have been enlightened with the radiance of sacred truth. They have tasted of the heavenly gift, the nectar of divine consolation and spiritual comfort. They have received the anointing of the Holy Ghost, in the power to cry, Abba, Father, and in many endowments of edifying gifts. They were made partakers of the Holy Ghost by the imposition of hands, as above. They tasted of the good word of God as the daily food of the soul; for so the promises are justly called, being replete with good to man. They are the marrow and milk of the gospel, to nourish the soul with the health of eternal life.

They experienced the powers of the world to come; the exceeding greatness of God’s power in raising Christ from the dead, seating him at his own right hand, and raising the church to a state of fellowship with him in his eternal glory. Hence to be partakers of this power is to feel the firstfruits and earnests of eternal glory in our hearts. In this description all the epithets are used, and all the characteristics are employed, requisite to describe a very high and advanced state of regeneration. Hence, to fall from it into gross and dire apostasy, implied a moral impossibility to renew the apostate to repentance; but thank God, not absolutely so.

The grand and only sure remedy against apostasy is to go on to the full assurance of hope unto the end. This state Tirinus expounds of the attainment of eternal glory; and Metrezat of holiness, or the being made perfect, as St. Peter prays for the suffering saints. Heaven is our hope, which hope we have in Christ as an anchor to stay the soul; and the full assurance of this hope simply cannot be less than the highest state of sanctification.

Instead therefore of drawing back, we must follow those who through faith and patience inherit the promises. When God called Abraham, he gave him promises; but when Abraham had offered up Isaac his son, God confirmed them with an oath. Genesis 22:16. These, the promise and the oath, are the two immutable things which support us as a rock, and an anchor. We must therefore conform to the conditions, giving the same diligence to the full assurance of hope unto the end. May the Lord bring us into that happy state, that through watchfulness and prayer we may be saved from all relapses, for which there is an advocate, and from those more awful apostasies from which there seems no recovery. 

07 Chapter 7 

Verses 1-28
Hebrews 7:1. This Melchizedec, to whose illustrious history he now returns, from Hebrews 5:11, was first by name or title king of righteousness, and afterwards king of Salem, that is, king of peace. But surely it is hard work for critics to write a commentary of this, the most remarkable of ancient characters, after St. Paul has given the finishing touch to the portrait. How would the rabbins read it, to find an illustration here which none of the doctors could see.

Priest of the most high God, which was the right of the firstborn. He blessed Abraham, who had delivered the country from the robbers and murderers that had invaded it; for those who have defeated the fleets and armies of the enemy, have the justest claims of eulogy and reward. How strange that jews and christian fathers should waste their time in researches, whether Melchizedec were a patriarch, or the Messiah sojourning with men, when Moses has described him as a patriarch, a priest, and prince, and the city where he reigned. Those three characteristics of this ancient man, being typical, demonstrate that Jesus Christ was the Son of God.

Hebrews 7:3. Without father, without mother, without descent, having neither beginning of days, nor end of life. As a man he must have had father and mother, and must have died, but his pedigree was unknown, and he had no descendants. As a priest he had no predecessor, and no successor; his priesthood, by the special appointment of heaven, was one and indivisible, out of the ordinary course of things, that in this he might be a more eminent type of the great Highpriest to come, whose supreme and original dignity the Aaronic priesthood did but inadequately represent. Hence the prophets, when speaking of Christ, declare him to have been without beginning of days or end of life, saying, From everlasting to everlasting thou art God. Psalms 90:2. Micah also uses the same word: whose goings forth were of old, from everlasting: Micah 5:2. The Lord possessed me in the beginning of his ways, before his works of old. Proverbs 8:22.

Melchizedec was made like to the Son of God, a priest (cohen, ìeréa) continually. The learned Syrus reads, sed in similitudinem filii Dei permanet pontificatus ejus in æternum. But in the similitude of the Son of God he remaineth a priest for ever, as in Hebrews 7:25. The rabbins having written largely on Melchizedec, St. Paul turns here the whole artillery of the temple upon the infidelity of the jews.

Hebrews 7:4-10. Now consider how great this man was, honoured by Abraham, as a prince and a priest. Though the father of the Hebrews, yet he received the blessing of this stranger; and in Abraham, Levi paid him tithes. By consequence, a greater priest was expected than Levi’s house could boast. The priests of Aaron’s line receive tithes indeed, but they all die in succession; but this priest was a figure of him who liveth for ever.

Hebrews 7:11. If therefore perfection were by the Leviticum, as the jews with one voice contend, what further need that another priest should arise? A priest holy and undefiled, a priest whose sacrifice should be offered up once for all; once, and but once. A priest who should not be succeeded by another; a priest and prince who should live and reign for ever. The rabbins are silent here.

Hebrews 7:12. The priesthood being changed, translated, or transferred, there is made of necessity a change also of the law. The transfer is not only to another tribe, but to a priest of an infinitely superior order; to a priest touched with the feeling of our infirmities, but at the same time of divine descent. He is the priest also, as was Melchizedec, according to the better covenant and richer promises of mercy. He was always a king, but on the assumption of our nature, and the oblation of his sacrifice, he became a priest for ever unto God. By consequence, the shadows of Aaron’s priesthood and his tabernacle have for ever ceased. It could not save, because it does not remain; and though the moral law remain as the brightness of the deity, yet, as Mr. Fletcher remarks in his last check, we may, under this better covenant, the priest himself being clothed with our infirmities, enjoy the Comforter in all his grace, and the Father and Son to make his abode with us, notwithstanding the weaknesses of our nature. Love is the end of the commandment, and the fulfilling of the law.

Hebrews 7:18. There is verily a disannulling of the commandment going before. It was proper that the shadows should go before the substance, to instruct the ancients by figures till the heir should be born. But Paul, in addition to the eleventh verse, here uses the epithet of “verily,” certainly, or indeed, to speak with assurance to the Hebrew christians, that Christ was the end of the law for righteousness to those that believe. As the pharisees who had believed in Christ were all zealous of the law, it is requisite to speak in strong words. Aaron, in case of infirmity, had a sagon or second priest, but our Melchizedec has no sagon, being himself the only Mediator.

Hebrews 7:25. Wherefore he is able also [even] to save them to the uttermost that come to God by him. This is the conclusive and luminous inference drawn from the glory of our regal Highpriest at the Father’s right hand. Aaron’s altar could save ceremonially only, and leave the road to glory open to those who died in the faith of him that was to come. But Christ being the minister of a more perfect tabernacle, is able to save to the uttermost, by opening the eyes of our understanding, by the washing of the new birth, and the renewing of the Holy Ghost, and by a glorious resurrection from the dead. In other places Paul adds, that he is able to do far more abundantly above all that we can ask or think, according to the power that worketh in us. Like the serpent of brass in the wilderness, his virtue does not diminish by healing; he saves to the uttermost all that come to God by him. As the unclean and the guilty came to Aaron, so the foulest lepers, and the chief of sinners may come, and receive assurance of life and salvation.

Above all, he ever lives to make intercession for us. He lives, he never dies, he pleads the merits of his death, which have through all ages an infinitude of virtues. He prays not as sinners for mercy, but solicits our salvation as a right, not due to us, but in reward of his own obedience. His sacrificial prayers have the form of demands: Father, let that sinner live, for I have died. — These are the prayers which the rigours of justice cannot deny, for justice itself is fully satisfied.

Hebrews 7:26. Such a Highpriest became us. One less in dignity and in sanctity could not appear in the presence of God for us.

REFLECTIONS.
What grandeur of argument runs through the whole of this chapter. The circumstances, few and brief, are placed in the most advantageous light. All opens with the glory of Christ, and throws judaism into the shade. We are charmed with the contrast, and the image of truth rests on the mind.

The illustrious Melchizedec was a type of Christ, who as touching his divine descent hath neither father nor mother on earth, as we considered on Genesis 14. This priest, this prince, was greater than Abraham; and Levi paid him tithes. The levitical priesthood was therefore altogether inferior, shadowy, temporary.

This Melchizedec was both a king and a priest. Now the sceptre was promised to Judah. Hence David predicted an eternal priesthood to the Messiah. And it was the more necessary that the leviticum should give way to Christ, because it could purify the flesh only; but the gospel purifies the heart, and cleanses the whole soul by grace. Besides, the eternal order of the church required a perfect and an abiding prince and priest, able to save to the uttermost, and who dieth no more, but ever lives to plead our cause, and present the prayers of his saints. These are all grand and solid arguments that the glory of the law should be absorbed in the superior glory of the gospel, clothed with eternal perfection. 

08 Chapter 8 

Verses 1-13
Hebrews 8:1-6. Of the things which we have spoken, this is the sum. Paul here recapitulates, for so the grandeur of his arguments required, and he does not do it in a dry and barren manner, but with rich illustrations. As this is a good way of concluding sermons full of doctrine, preachers may here take the hint from Paul. — The heads are, the installation of Christ into the mediatorial throne in heaven. — He is minister now of the true tabernacle, the church which is his body, the fulness of him that filleth all in all. — The tabernacle of Moses was not the folly of some ingenious architect, but was made after the pattern shown him in the mount. It had three grand divisions; the outward court for all nations, the inner court for the circumcised, and the holy of holies, a figure of heaven. It had also the laver, the altar, the table of incense, the holy fire, and the shewbread; figures highly expressive of better things, as stated in the next chapter.

Had the Redeemer been on earth, he could not have officiated in the temple, not being of Aaron’s race. Therefore his temple is in the heavens, the equal, the catholic temple of all nations; judaism now exists no more. The Messiah creates new heavens, and a new earth. He creates Jerusalem a joy of many generations. The prophet, full of the gospel glory, cries, Zion, arise and shine; for thy light is come, and the glory of the Lord is risen upon thee. The multitude of the gentile host shall come to thee, and the sons of strangers shall build thy walls.

Paul demonstrates the certainty of those things, because by Moses they are given under the form of a covenant, the circumcision of the heart; and a new covenant, full of grace and full of glory. — See more on Jeremiah 31. and Deuteronomy 28:29.

Hebrews 8:8-10. I will make a new covenant with the house of Israel and Judah — I will put my laws into their mind, and write them in their hearts. The apostle quotes this passage from Jeremiah 31:33, to show that the jewish dispensation was waxen old, was intended to be superseded by the gospel, and that therefore the disposition of the believing jews to relapse into judaism was highly unreasonable, and altogether inconsistent with the language of their own prophets. The covenant made at Sinai they had broken, as was obscurely intimated by Moses’s breaking the tables of the law at the foot of the mount; they had wholly violated that covenant by the introduction of idolatry, first into the kingdom of Israel, and afterwards of Judah, and the Lord regarded them not, but sent them into captivity in Assyria and in Babylon. Now he will make a new covenant with his believing people, whether jews or gentiles, rounded on better promises, confirmed with an oath, and in the hands of an alsufficient Mediator, who ever lives to see it carried into full effect.

The former covenant was written on tables of stone, which were put into the ark of the testimony; now saith the Lord, I will put my laws into their mind, and write them in their hearts. Not any new law, to supersede or abrogate the old, for that can never be made void, but the same law as was at first impressed upon the heart of man, when created in righteousness and true holiness, a reïmpression of that which is a transcript of the divine perfections, or the restoration of man to the moral likeness of God. This image was defaced by sin, and another law entered into the members, warring against the law of the mind, which is become carnal, and wholly at enmity with God. Romans 8:7. Regeneration consists in restoring this image, and reëngraving this law upon the heart.

The effect of this gracious change is a knowledge of God’s righteousness, of the equity of his requirements, and a desire to do his will. Isaiah 51:7. The heart becomes the ark in which the tables of the law are deposited; there is now a conviction of its purity, extent, and spirituality, and a delighting in it after the inner man. Obedience is not rendered merely on the ground of its authority, but also from a perception of the excellency of its requirements, its congeniality with the predominant feelings of the mind, and the happiness found in a conformity to its precepts. To be like God is now the ruling passion, and an entire exemption from sin the ultimate object of the believer’s hope.

REFLECTIONS.
The new covenant, being the grand charter of the christian hope, and the inventory of our privileges, merits a serious revision, because it is a covenant on which providence has acted in regard to the jews, and a covenant realized to the christian church in the first planting of the gospel. These are facts which confirm our confidence and our hope.

This new covenant has a Mediator, and a Priest far superior to the leviticum of the jews, which demonstrate that the covenant of Sinai is disannulled and abrogated. It is a new testament, put in full force by the death of the Testator. It is a covenant of peace, which shall subsist when the mountains and the hills are removed. Isaiah 54:10. it is a covenant of righteousness and life, eclipsing the glory of the old dispensation, as much as the light of the sun eclipses the dawning of the day. In a word, it is a covenant of perfection, giving a consummation to the successive covenants renewed with Noah, with Abraham, and with the Hebrews.

This covenant is equally the magna charta of the jewish nation and the gentile world. The Father says, I will give thee for a covenant to the people — and nations that know thee not shall run unto thee; for the earth shall be full of the knowledge of the Lord, as the waters cover the sea. It removes the stony heart, and leaves the law of love inscribed on the inward parts. It gives adoption and glory, and makes us heirs of an eternal inheritance.

If such be the glory of the covenant, is it not lamentable, that our church dignitaries and our presbyterians should contend, that neither pardon nor eternal life were clearly promised under the law? And that the author of the divine legation of Moses should make those points his favourite theme; and that Moses, when he said of the precepts, “he that doeth them shall live in them,” Leviticus 18:5, promised no more to man, and the best of men, than he did to the beasts? If so, the prophet was not wise to turn and repeat this promise to the jews, saying that the Lord gave them his statutes, which if a man did he should even live in them. Ezekiel 20:11. If so, our Saviour also was doubly in error to promise life to obedience, both to the young ruler, and likewise to the lawyer. “This do, and thou shalt live.” To whom, Lord, shall we go? Thou hast the words of eternal life. 

09 Chapter 9 

Verses 1-28
Hebrews 9:2-6. A tabernacle — wherein was the candlestick. For a description of this portable temple, which disdains borrowing figures from the Egyptian temples, though they had some figures analogous to the jews, see the sixteen last chapters of the book of Exodus, and the book of Leviticus for its rituals. The candlestick having seven lamps, he names first, for without light the inner court could not be clearly seen; and so of the other mystical glories already explained as above. Concerning the golden pot of manna, and the rod of Aaron, the Hebrew doctors make strong memorials, putting the golden pot in front of their shekel, and the rod of Aaron on the reverse side. — See the map of Jerusalem.

Hebrews 9:7-8. But into the second veil, or holy of holies, went the highpriest alone once every year, on the great day of atonement. He might go oftener, if the special events of the nation so required, which shows that the way into the holiest of all was not yet made manifest. The veil of Moses is now done away in Christ.

Hebrews 9:11. But Christ being come a highpriest of good things to come, and come in the fulness of the time foretold. Galatians 4:4. The rags of Joshua are superseded by robes, as in the vision of Zechariah; the true, the heavenly temple is now laid open, and the church is filled with the glory of the only-begotten of the Father. This is the temple not made with hands, but is the spiritual or mystical body of Christ.

Hebrews 9:12. Neither by the blood of goats and calves. David in the Spirit foresaw that these would be rejected. Psalms 40:6. He entered into the holy place with his own blood, to which our redemption is always ascribed, and by which we obtain eternal inheritance.

Hebrews 9:13. For if the blood of bulls and of goats, and the ashes of a heifer sprinkling the unclean. Rabbi Maimonides, in his Novochim, has a good note here. He says that though the Hebrew altar made no atonement for murderers, for idolaters, for adulterers, yet there was an atonement made for them by the red heifer, and other accursed victims laden with their sins, [called here “dead works”] slain, and burned without the camp, from whose ashes the waters of purification were secreted. 

Hebrews 9:14. How much more shall the blood of Christ, the Lamb without spot, immolated by the good pleasure of the Father, and offered up through the eternal Spirit, purge your conscience from dead works to serve the living God? Was ever sacrifice like this? God spared not his own Son, but freely delivered him up for us all. For their sakes, said the Saviour, I sanctify myself, a vicarious victim, to satisfy the demands of justice, that mercy may be extended to the ruined and the lost. His death gave a perfect finish to the ransom; by the one offering of himself he has for ever perfected, as regards atonement and satisfaction, them that are sanctified.

Hebrews 9:15. For this cause he is the Mediator of the new testament, which is open to the gentiles, and calls the world to turn to God. Aaron therefore, compared with Christ, was restricted in his powers. He could only look on the leper, but could not cleanse; whereas, all the gentile armies washed their robes, and made them white in the blood of the lamb. Thus sinners, washed and reconciled, are brought nigh, and joined to the hundred and forty four thousand of the virgin church; they are made heirs of the promises, and all the blessings of eternal life.

Hebrews 9:21-23. Moreover, he sprinkled likewise with blood, both the tabernacle and all the vessels of the ministry. All the church must of course be sprinkled with blood; all our words and works must be touched with the Redeemer’s merits. Such is the harmony of the divine counsel and love in our redemption.

Hebrews 9:27. And as it is appointed unto men once to die, so Christ in the end of the world died for us. And as by one man’s disobedience many were made sinners, so Christ bare the sins of many, or as above, he died for the redemption of the transgressions that were under the first covenant. There is no need then for his sacrifice to be repeated; but he shall come the second time without (coming to die for) sin, and shall judge the world, when those that pierced him shall wail because of him.

REFLECTIONS.
Paul reviews here the tabernacle, that he might show the true glory of that temple which is in heaven. He begins with the candlestick, whose seven lamps showed the interior sanctuary, where all the priests officiated. So God who in the beginning commanded the light to shine out of darkness, hath shined into our dark hearts, to give us the light of the knowledge of God in the face of Jesus Christ. All the insignia of the sanctuary raised the expectation of better things, designated by the glory of all the types. The leviticum therefore could never make its votaries perfect; this was reserved for the introduction of a better hope. Jesus Christ, for whom all things were created, was to officiate in a better tabernacle, and to have somewhat better than beasts to offer. God prepared him a body, joined to a human soul, illustrious, immaculate, and heir of the world by descent. This body was offered upon the high altar of the cross to obtain eternal redemption, or a redemption once for all for us.

The approach of sinful man to an offended God is now opened by a new and living way; whereas under the law it was encumbered with restraint, and death was denounced against man or beast that should approach the mount. In the temple also the holy place was separated from the most holy; and no Israelite, no priest was allowed to enter it except the highpriest, and he only once a year with the blood of atonement. But Christ having entered heaven by his own blood, and made us all priests and kings by the spirit of adoption, allows us all to follow in his steps. Why then should the jew be obstinate, or the christian fall away from so glorious a hope?

The atonement made by Christ not only surpasses the blood of animals in efficacy to expiate guilt, but also in point of privilege. He is the mediator of the new testament, and has received for us the promise of an eternal inheritance: Hebrews 9:15. Exemption from punishment is but the negative good of our redemption; he prepares the soul by all the adorning of grace for the worship of his perfect tabernacle, and for the inheritance that fadeth not away. And this inheritance is left us by his last will and testament, and which now comes to us, the testator being dead.

Now, as it is appointed unto men to die but once; and he, the second Adam, dying for the family of the first which are many, so we look for him again without coming to die for sin, but to bring us everlasting salvation, and to give us an inheritance among all them that are sanctified. 

10 Chapter 10 

Verses 1-39
Hebrews 10:1. The law having a shadow of good things to come. St. Paul, ere his epistles were engrossed, weighed his words, adjusted his thoughts, collated them with the prophets, and knew the support he had from rabbinical theology. The law was a shadow indeed, but a very imperfect shadow of the Messiah, and the glory of his kingdom. Some call it a rough draught of better things. By the law we understand the whole of the ancient economy, which was a shadow of future realities; and therefore believers are called heirs of God, and joint heirs with Christ Jesus.

Hebrews 10:4-5. It is not possible that the blood of bulls and of goats should take away sins — but a body hast thou prepared me. So David in the Spirit utters the words of Christ to the Father: “Sacrifice and offering thou wouldest not, but a body hast thou prepared me.” Coccejus remarks here, “that Jerome in his Latin version, made from the LXX, reads, aures autem perfecisti mihi, thou hast perfected my ears.” Hence we gather, that the Greek was ωτια ears, and not σωμα, body. Such also is the reading of Cyril, and of Arnobius. Many of the comments on the fortieth psalm are to the same effect, corresponding with what the mystical sense seems to indicate. The ears of Christ were not opened, but his body was crucified, as a testimony of his obedience unto death. But as sacrifices were not accepted as perfect, the word “body” has obtained, that he might offer it up once for all on the cross.

Hebrews 10:7. In the volume of the book it is written of me. The Hebrew signifies the roll of a book, the engrossed parchments being often rolled on a staff. The Greek reads, “in the head of the book;” for the Messiah was the end of the law, and the theme of the prophets.

Hebrews 10:9-10. Lo, I come to do thy will, oh God — by the which will we are sanctified. Moses sanctified the altar, the vessels of the tabernacle, and all the people, by the sprinkling of the blood of atonement. Erasmus asks here, “But what is the will of God, who thus lothed the legal sacrifices of the old testament, and greatly desired the new kind of sacrifice? In truth it was, because of his unmerited goodness towards us, that his blessed Son, the Lord Jesus, should assume our body; and dying for the sins of the whole world, should purify all men by one sacrifice truly offered up for their sins; and in such conformity to the Father’s pleasure, as to need in future no other atoning sacrifice.”

Hebrews 10:14. By one offering he hath perfected for ever them that are sanctified. Thus the Mediator has finished his work on earth; he has removed the curse, and procured the favour of God in all its characters of goodwill to men. There is a recurrence of these ideas in a dozen places of Paul’s epistles; for the glory of the atonement by a crucified Redeemer is the grand theme of all our preaching. Where there is remission of sins, there is no more offering required by the law.

Hebrews 10:19-20. Having therefore, brethren, boldness to enter into the holiest by the blood of Jesus; confident that we shall not die, like Uzzah, who touched the ark. 2 Samuel 6:6-7. Numbers 4:15. Because also we are sprinkled with the blood of Christ, by which we are brought nigh to God. Our great Highpriest has given us the glory of adoption, and has made us kings and priests unto God and his Father. We therefore are safe in following him in the new and living way which he has opened to the throne of grace, and to eternal glory; the way never trod before, the way through the valley of the shadow of death to life everlasting.

Hebrews 10:22. Let us draw near with a true heart, to our illustrious Highpriest, sincere in faith, and fervent in piety, for he searcheth all hearts. Let us come in the full assurance of faith, as children come to their fathers’ door, and as knowing that he will in nowise cast us out. Let us come with hearts sprinkled from an evil conscience, and pray without any misgiving of mind, or any impurity in our hands, having our bodies washed with pure water. Though the waters of baptism and legal ablutions may cleanse the body with exterior purity; yet as Theophylact observes, Paul joins baptism with interior purity: “the heart sprinkled from an evil conscience.”

Hebrews 10:23. Let us hold fast the profession of our faith without wavering. The promulgation of the gospel was attended with many difficulties; it found the heathen attached to the grossest superstition, and the jews prepossessed in favour of Mosaic rites and ceremonies. Some of the latter however appeared to embrace the gospel, but their prejudices so strongly inclined them to judaism, that Paul had many fears about their stedfastness in the faith. Though introduced to a more glorious dispensation, which gave a reality to their typical institutions, yet many of them, like their forefathers in the wilderness, were for going back again into Egypt. He therefore implores them to hold fast their profession without wavering. Including ourselves in the exhortation, it is clearly implied that what we profess must be the faith of the gospel, not any human creed, we may happen to have embraced, from education or from habit, but the truth as it is in Jesus, the doctrine of salvation by the cross, exclusive of every other ground of hope. This we are to hold fast as the only hope set before us in the gospel, the only name given under heaven whereby we can be saved; and so to hold it fast as never to let go our hold, though called to part with every thing besides.

Having embraced the truth, it is also incumbent to make a profession of our faith. These went together in the apostle’s time, nor do we read of any who understood and loved the gospel who did not openly avow it, though exposed to persecution and reproach. The promises of Christ may well encourage us to do it, and to join ourselves to his disciples, saying I also am the Lord’s. To induce Israel to follow him out of Egypt and into the wilderness, he promised them the land of Canaan. To those who follow him in the regeneration he has promised thrones, and a kingdom that fadeth not away. Him that honoureth me, I will honour; but he that despiseth me shall be lightly esteemed. Him that confesseth me will I confess before my Father and the holy angels.

Hebrews 10:24-25. Let us consider one another, or study to excite each other, to love, and to good works; not forsaking the assembling of ourselves together, as the manner of some is, through the incessant persecutions of the jews. In time of trouble men have the more need of means to support their faith; and especially in Jerusalem, where they saw the nation filling up their measure, and where they saw the dark cloud enveloping Zion in one eternal night. Let us stand fast, let no man fall away, lest we should drink the bitter cup of perdition.

Hebrews 10:26. If we sin wilfully — there remaineth no more, or as in Whitby, no other sacrifice for sin. If we sin wilfully by a total abjuration of Christ, and such as the jews required, after having received the five seals of regeneration enumerated in the sixth chapter. Moses in the law distinguishes sins of oversight and inadvertency, from presumptuous sins. Leviticus 15:27-30. אשׁר יעשׁה ביד רמה, who acts with a high hand, and walks contrary to God. And who can carry himself with a higher hand than he who denies the faith? Who can be more ungrateful to Christ; or who can fall lower than those apostates? The Novatians in Rome would not hold communion with the rich, who in time of persecution had fallen away, till they had undergone a course of penance, which induced some to scruple whether this epistle was really Paul’s, for this passage, as well as that in chap. 6., was quoted against them. But the fall to judaism, connected with the execration of Christ, was much worse than the fall of the richer christians at Rome.

Hebrews 10:27. Fiery indignation, the devouring fire mentioned in several other places. Isaiah 30:33; Isaiah 66:6. Mark 9:44; Mark 9:48. Revelation 14:11. Matthew 25:46.

Hebrews 10:34. Ye had compassion on me in my bonds. The church in Jerusalem took a great interest in Paul’s case when seized in the temple, to see him valiantly maintain the faith, and during the time, probably little less than two years, that he lay in chains at Cæsarea. It is then in vain for the unitarians to seek for any other author of this most luminous letter than Paul.

Hebrews 10:36. Ye have need of patience, that after ye have done the will of God, in the first stages of repentance, faith and holiness, ye might receive the promise of life and glory on the Lord’s return. The seaman must persevere in his long voyage, and the husbandman must wait for the harvest.

Hebrews 10:37. He that shall come will come, and will not tarry. The believing Hebrews were too much like their fathers when Moses ascended the mount; they thought he tarried long, and “wot not what was become of him,” and so they made themselves gods to go back again to Egypt. Those in Paul’s day were for returning to judaism, for they saw not the promises fulfilled which they eagerly expected, forgetting that Jehovah’s plan is wide and large, embracing an infinitude of objects, and requiring a long time for its execution. The promise of Christ’s first coming was delayed four thousand years, during the whole of which period the church had to live by faith. The redemption of Israel out of Egypt required the lapse of four hundred years before it was accomplished, and after that they must wait seventy years for their return from Babylon. The Lord has promised great things respecting the spread of the gospel over all the earth, but we have to wait century after century, and to witness many disappointments and discouragements, before he brings his purposes to pass. Eternal life is promised to every believer, but we must live to see many painful afflictions and bereaving providences, before we ascend the mountain top, and behold the king in his beauty and the land that is very far off. Yet there is a certainty that all these promises will be fulfilled. The vision may seem to tarry, and the time appear long, but all will soon be over. Heaven will be the sweeter for having been waited for, faith and patience will have had their perfect work, and will at last be swallowed up in fruition and full enjoyment. The same may be said of all the promises. “Hope deferred maketh the heart sick, but when the desire cometh it is a tree of life.” Proverbs 13:12.

Hebrews 10:38. The just shall live by faith. The words are quoted from Habakkuk. Dr. Campbell of Aberdeen passes a censure on Beza for corrupting this text, by adding [quis] At si quis se subduxerit. The Greek is, και εαν υποστειληται ουκ ευδοκει. “And if he [the just and righteous, as in Habakkuk] draw back, my soul hath no pleasure in him.” Jerome reads, justus autem meus ex fide vivet, but my just or righteous man shall live by faith; but if he shall draw back he shall not please my soul. So also the Mons version, copying most of the latin versions, Que s’il se retire, &c. Beza therefore stands alone in his attempt to confuse the sense, and enfeeble the force of the text; whereas a translator should, if possible, give his version in the full and happiest sense of the original.

REFLECTIONS.
All those distinguishing facts being established, viz. that the ceremonial law was only a shadow of better things, that it could not in any view perfect the worshipper, and that Christ was made the Highpriest and mediator of a better covenant, it follows that we should gratefully turn to the Lord Christ who willingly came to offer up his holy body, and to do the Father’s will. So we have explained this passage in the fortieth psalm.

By this will, or good pleasure of the Father, we are sanctified. Whatever ways there might be of showing mercy to fallen man, and we know not of any but by Christ, it pleased God to appoint and to accept of this alone. Because the Son came expressly to do the will of God, he was so delighted with this free and perfect obedience, as to loathe and supersede the rituals. Yea, and as Erasmus paraphrases Hebrews 10:14, he need not offer up himself again, for by this one offering he sufficiently perfected all those for ever who desire to be sanctified, so that not one of their old sins can be laid to their charge.

In consequence of a better covenant, we have greater confidence in our approach to God. Such is the apostle’s inference. Let us draw nigh to God with a true heart, a heart honestly hating sin, and sprinkled with atoning blood: let us draw near in full assurance of faith. Can God do all this for sinful man, and then spurn him from his door? Can the Redeemer weep, and bleed, and die, and after all deny a pardon to the penitent? Can he spread a table of bounty to the hungry, and deny the bread of life to the suppliant? Oh no. Let us come with boldness as children who are not inconscious of their parents’ love; for the reception of sinners shall be life from the dead, and joy to the angelic world. How glorious are our privileges, how transporting is the grace, how elevated the glory of our christian calling. The grand point is, to be holy, as he that hath called us is holy.

The means are connected with the end. Let us not forsake the public worship of Christ for that of the synagogue; or recreations, or company, for God is there. There his people pray, there we shall be assisted in knowledge, and there we shall be blessed. Let us do this the more, as the end of all things is at hand, even as the end of the jewish temple was near. Let us take the weary by the hand, for the crown is just before us.

Our grand caution is against all wilful and presumptuous sins; and though the words refer especially to apostasy, all wilful sin must be dreaded as the most dangerous of calamities. We must in that case be judged by the same Supreme that punished the despiser of Moses’s law. And it is a fearful thing to fall into the hands of this God, who is a consuming fire to presumptuous sinners, as he was to Korah and his company.

The just shall live by faith, in every acceptation of the word. They shall live by justification, in defiance of the law which denounces death against the guilty. So St. Paul has used the word in Galatians 3:11. Habakkuk also intimated that the jews could not be justified by works. They shall live temporally by faith, as God marked his own sighing people before the destroying angel by sword and famine went through Jerusalem. Ezekiel 9:4. Mark 8:34-38. They shall also live spiritually by faith. The old man of sin and death shall be crucified, and the inner man of the heart shall live through righteousness, and be revived day by day. Thus the life that St. Paul lived in the flesh was by the faith of the Son of God. This is that life eternal which flows from the knowledge and love of God.

We must consequently dread apostasy; and from the cautions given in Hebrews 6:6-20, we must beware of drawing back from the faith. The wretch who does this, tramples on Christ as an impostor, and accounts his blood wherewith he was redeemed, or sanctified, a common thing, and despitefully slanders the Spirit of grace. These three passages certainly speak in a most moving and pathetic strain to all believers, to shun the slightest approach to those unhappy characters who draw back unto perdition. 

11 Chapter 11 

Verses 1-40
Hebrews 11:1. Now faith is the substance of things hoped for. Paul uses here the same Greek word as in Hebrews 1:3, that the Son is the express image of the Father’s hypostasis, or person. Then faith identifies itself with its object. All the ideas embraced by faith subsist in God: they are all realities, as the existence of deity is a reality. Faith is therefore the evidence of things invisible, the strong argument or demonstration.

Hebrews 11:2. By it the elders obtained a good report. After giving a definition of faith, the apostle proceeds to illustrate its nature and effects by a variety of examples, placing at the head of all these the reputation it obtained for the ancient patriarchs. There have in all ages been some in the church who are universally and deservedly admired for their piety, and the superior excellency of their character, and who will always be held in high esteem throughout all generations. Some of them have been distinguished for particular virtues, which render them illustrious. Abraham is adorned with faith, Moses with meekness, Job with patience, Solomon with wisdom, Paul with zeal, and John with love, all shining in their respective spheres with an unusual degree of holy splendour. Nor has the church in later ages been without its luminaries. The martyrs who suffered in the cause of Christ at various periods, will be had in everlasting remembrance; their zeal and their fidelity can never be forgotten. In later times, since the establishment of religious liberty, there have also in every age been individuals distinguished for personal religion, for their work of faith and labour of love in disseminating the gospel at home and abroad, or by their munificent contributions for its support, and promoting the general interests of humanity and benevolence.

All these virtues however, and the high reputation obtained by the ancient patriarchs, are very properly ascribed to faith. No unbeliever ever attained such excellence, no system of false religion, no vain philosophy, can produce such characters. All that can be said of heathen moralists of former times, and of heathenised christians in our own times, and in our own country, is, that they have at best but partially exemplified the second table of the law, while utterly unmindful of the first and great commandment, and so are utterly destitute of all real virtue, which can have no existence without a supreme affection for Him who is the source of all excellence and of all blessedness. It is faith that makes us deeply to feel our responsibility, and by bringing us into contact with unseen and eternal realities supplies motives to holy obedience, by which the soul is subdued and overcome, and made to shine with a radiance that is divine.

Hebrews 11:3. Through faith we understand that the worlds were framed by the Word of God. He said, Let there be light, and there was light. He also said, Let the dry land appear, and the seas retired from the mountains, leaving the fine shapes of landscape and rivers in their retreat. The great Creator knew that at his command the effects would follow; and it was so. In like manner we should have faith in the promises of his word, and the blessing shall be ours. What a definition of faith. Were ever ideas more just, or language more appropriate. Our Saviour had said the same before. “The words that I speak unto you are spirit, and they are life.”

Hebrews 11:4. By faith Abel offered a more excellent sacrifice. This is illustrated in Genesis 4. And by it he, being dead, yet speaketh. He believed in the promised Messiah, and obtained the witness that he was righteous. And though slain by Cain his brother, he still lives, and still speaks in the records of truth. The jews were correct in their estimation, that they had eternal life promised in the scriptures.

Hebrews 11:5. By faith Enoch was translated. He was the righteous son of a wicked father; and walking with God on earth, he became prepared to dwell with him in heaven. Rabbi Manasse ben Israel proves the resurrection of the dead from the translation of Enoch, as in other parts of his book. How strange then that the author of the divine legation of Moses should deny, like the sadducees, that immortality was promised under the law.

Hebrews 11:6. Without faith it is impossible to please God. The sacrifices of the fathers were only instructive emblems; it was faith in the promise which animated their souls. Paul here illustrates the true design of faith, which is to bring sinners to God, for no man will come to him, except he believe that he is, and that he is the rewarder of those that seek him.

Hebrews 11:7. By faith Noah, being warned of God — prepared an ark. The deluge was then at the distance of one hundred and twenty years, yet he believed the warning, and acted accordingly. Genesis 6:-8. We might here ask the students of nature, and the lovers of geology, who study liberally, enlightened by science, and with intense application, whether it were possible for any human being to escape destruction in a deluge which floated on our coalfields an infinitude of algae [reeds] which could grow only in the torrid zones, and stratified our mountains for a long time with a succession of tides? It was therefore the Word of the Lord, who appeared in person to Noah, and instructed him how to build the flotilla of the ark.

Hebrews 11:8-9. By faith Abraham, when called by “the God of glory,” left his country and his kindred, and sojourned in the land of promise, as in a strange country. This was an eminent instance of faith. At the command of God Abraham parted with all that was dear to him, to wander in a strange land, not knowing whither he went, and had nothing to support him but the promise of God. His was indeed a life of faith; whithersoever he went he walked by faith, trusting to divine direction, and lived on things unseen. Though Canaan was promised him he never possessed it, but walked through it as a stranger, and only obtained a buryingplace which he bought of the sons of Heth. He had left large possessions in Mesopotamia, without indemnity or reward, trusting in God to make good his promises. Howbeit his heart was not set upon the good land, he thought not of taking up his rest there, but went from place to place, as a pilgrim and a stranger, looking for a celestial inheritance. Canaan was to Abraham “a strange country,” where he had no affinities and no attachments, and in this he is a pattern to all true believers in every period of time.

Whatever they possess of temporal good, it is not that upon which their hearts are set: their prayer will ever be, give me not my portion with the men of this world. They will not consider the present state as their home or restingplace, but their Father’s house which is in heaven. Their best friends do not dwell here, they find no congeniality with men of worldly principles and pursuits; their conversation is in heaven, from whence they are looking for the Saviour. They expect to meet with difficulties, and to be treated here as strangers. The world know us not, because they knew not Him who came to save and to redeem. After a little more faith and patience we shall be where we shall know even as we are known, and see even as we are seen.

Hebrews 11:12. As the sand which is by the sea-shore innumerable. Abraham knew the God that spake to him in Haran; he believed in the promised Seed; yea, believed, notwithstanding the age of himself and Sarah, that his seed should be as the sand on the sea-shore. This figure, John Albert remarks, is not a Hebraism, being used by Pindar, Olymp. 11.; and by Herodotus, in the first book of his history, comparing the nations to the sands.

Hebrews 11:13. These all flourished before the covenant of mount Sinai, and died in faith. The promise and the hope shed a cheering radiance on all their chequered and wandering life.

Hebrews 11:22. By faith Joseph, when he died — gave commandment concerning his bones, as Jacob his father had done. He was a very illustrious type of Christ. He died in a firm belief of the Messiah, the resurrection of the dead, and of all the promises comprised in the covenant given to Abraham. This is the faith that saw the promises afar off, and embraced them.

Hebrews 11:24-26. By faith Moses chose rather to suffer affliction with the people of God — esteeming the reproach of Christ greater riches than the treasures in Egypt. Moses when a child was the special care of providence, and ever after to the end of life. He was found by Pharaoh’s daughter, a weeping infant floating on the river in a basket, was taken home and nursed, and afterwards educated in the palace at her expense. She adopted him as her son, the probable heir of the throne of Egypt. When come to years he declined the intended favour, and preferred taking his lot with the people of God. He made this choice under the strongest temptations; he had been taken from a state of slavery, was in effect the property of the princess, to whom he was under the greatest obligations, and had in prospect all the honours and treasures of Egypt. But Moses was a believer in the promised Messiah; he knew that if he complied with the wishes of the court he mast forget his kindred and his father s house, and become a worshipper of the gods of Egypt. This was a sacrifice he could not make. Christ and his cause were dearer to him than a crown or a kingdom.

The people of God were too at that time in a state of the deepest affliction and degradation, nothing in their circumstances could offer the least inducement for his alliance; but he knew that God had spoken good concerning Israel, and was determined to cast in his lot among them. Their being “the people of God” was sufficient to endear them, and their society, though afflicted, afforded him a higher delight than all the pleasures of sin which could be enjoyed in a voluptuous court. Ruth left her country and her gods for the sake of poor Naomi, destitute and afflicted, saying, thy people shall be my people, and thy God my God. There is no union, no friendship like that which is inspired and cemented by true religion. How unsatisfying and how sickening is the company of the ungodly and unconverted. “Gather not my soul with sinners, nor my life with bloody men.” Oh how sweet, on the contrary, to mingle our joys and our hopes, and even our sorrows and tears with those who fear God and keep his precepts.

Moses esteemed the reproach of Christ greater riches than the treasures in Egypt. Even the worst part of religion is better than the best that this world can give. Better be a door-keeper in the house of God, than dwell in the tents of wickedness. Reproaches for Christ’s sake bring with them the testimony of a good conscience, and this of itself is an invaluable treasure. They give us a fellowship with Christ in his sufferings, and it is much to be accounted worthy to suffer for his name’s sake. It has also the promise of reigning with him, and this is a recompense of reward that outweighs all the trials of the present life.

Hebrews 11:27. By faith he forsook Egypt. Moses once forsook Egypt through fear when he had killed the Egyptian, and fled into Midian. Now, acting under the command of God to set his people free, he left it by faith; and all the circumstances show that he was strong in faith, giving glory to God. The people he was to conduct into the wilderness were numerous, but they had no weapons of defence, and were pursued by an enraged enemy. Pharaoh had threatened his life at their last interview, saying, Take heed to thyself, see my face no more, for in the day thou seest my face thou shalt die. Exodus 10:28. But Moses forsook Egypt, not fearing the wrath of the king. The hope of effecting an escape, with such a numerous and defenceless flock, seemed contrary to all human probability. The sea was before them, the Egyptian host behind, and Pharaoh crying out, I will overtake, I will divide the spoil. The faith of Moses encountered every difficulty, and with his rod he made a passage through the sea. The waters saw thee, oh God, the waters saw thee; they were afraid, the depths also were troubled. Thou leddest thy people like a flock by the hand of Moses and Aaron. Psalms 77:16-20.

He endured as seeing him who is invisible. Being essentially invisible, no man hath seen God at any time. Faith here supplies the place of sight; and so stedfast was the faith of Moses, that he was not to be dismayed by any difficulties, however formidable. He could do all things through him that strengthened him; and relying on the ability and faithfulness of God, he achieved the deliverance of his people. — We also are called out of Egypt spiritually, to be separate from the world, to walk not with men of vanity and lies, and to set out on the way to Canaan. So long as Israel abode in Egypt, the natives were content they should dwell among them; but no sooner did they leave the flesh-pots of Egypt, to go to Canaan, than the wrath of the king and all the people was kindled against them. Meet emblem this of the enmity and opposition those must expect to meet with who separate themselves from an unbelieving world, and set their faces Zion-ward. But fear not: we may endure all, and endure to the end, by fixing our eyes on him who is invisible.

Hebrews 11:29. By faith they passed through the Red sea. Israel was greatly oppressed in Egypt for four hundred years, and were at length delivered by the hand of Moses and Aaron, but their trials were not ended when they left it. New difficulties meet them on their departure; the Red sea is before them, presenting a fearful breadth of about twenty miles. At the command of God they must pass over; no other way to Canaan is allowed, and the passage seemed impracticable. In obedience to the command they marched forward at the jeopardy of their lives, and a path is made for them through the mighty waters, so that they walked through the sea as on dry land. All this the apostle ascribes to faith, and it must have required great confidence in God for them to venture into the deep, and to travel all night through the paths of the sea. The command of God was sufficient, the tokens of the divine presence were with them in the cloudy pillar which led the way, and he that gave the command would enable them to perform it. Faith will carry us through the greatest difficulties, and make darkness light before us. The believing Hebrews need not be stumbled at the difficulties they met with in their christian profession; their forefathers had endured much greater, and had surmounted all by a constant reliance on the faithfulness of God.

Hebrews 11:30. By faith the walls of Jericho fell down. Soon after passing the Red sea, new difficulties present themselves, and the Israelites must begin the conquest of Canaan. Jericho is the first city that they besieged, and their mode of attack, under a divine direction, was simply by marching round it for seven days, blowing with shepherds’ trumpets of rams’ horns. On the seventh day the people shouted, and the city walls fell prostrate before them. The means by which they obtained the victory were of such a description as to demonstrate that it could be owing only to the power of God, and their belief in the promise that he would deliver the city into their hands. Everywhere are we taught that God is able to carry on his work by the feeblest and most unlikely instruments, and that it is not by might, nor by power, but by my Spirit, saith the Lord of hosts. When the Midianites were to be defeated, Gideon was sent with a handful of men bearing lamps and pitchers. When Goliah the Philistine was to be destroyed, a stripling went against him with a sling and a stone. When the heathen world was to be subdued to the obedience of Christ, the Lord sent forth a few fishermen of Galilee, and still it is his pleasure by the foolishness of preaching to save them that believe.

Hebrews 11:31. By faith the harlot Rahab perished not. See the notes on Joshua 2. Some would read, the hostess Rahab, but that is incorrect. The word זונה zonah, “harlot,” is used three times. Joshua 2:1; Joshua 6:17; Joshua 6:22. זון zoon, a Chaldaic word, “to feed,” designates one who keeps a victualling house. As Rahab became a mother and a princess, the word, after all the debates of criticism, may signify no more than that of her person being much exposed to company.

Hebrews 11:37. They were stoned, as was Naboth, 1 Kings 21:13. They were sawn asunder, as Isaiah in old age, by the command of Manasseh, for opposing idolatry. So the Hebrew book, Zeder ôlam, states. The objection about Isaiah’s age is futile, for Daniel was preserved a hundred years that he might show Cyrus the prophecies of Isaiah, and obtain the emancipation of the Hebrews. They wandered about in sheepskins, when driven from their homes by idolaters.

Hebrews 11:39. These all obtained a good report through faith. Having introduced the noble army of patriarchs and prophets as witnesses to the faith of the gospel, the apostle concludes with a eulogium upon their character, and sets before the Hebrews this bright array for their encouragement while suffering persecution. His argument is that their pious ancestors persevered in the faith, amidst a host of dangers and difficulties, without having received the promise, which they saw afar off and embraced it. And shall we turn back again to judaism who have witnessed the fulfilment of that great promise, the sum and substance, and the pledge of all the rest? The fulfilment of this promise by the coming of Christ, to obtain salvation by his obedience unto death, is that “better thing” which God had reserved for us; and shall we make light of it? These solemn appeals were peculiarly adapted to the vacillating state of the believing Hebrews, and tended not a little to strengthen, establish, and settle them. They professed indeed a great veneration for their ancient patriarchs and prophets, and thought of joining their society by a renunciation of the gospel, but overlooked the main point in which their glory consisted, which was the stedfastness of their faith in the promised Messiah, and which they must imitate in order to partake of their blessedness. In their own day the holy patriarchs were but lightly esteemed, wandering about in sheepskins and goatskins, hiding in dens and caves of the earth, but God has highly honoured them, and given them a memorial in the records of eternal truth. They obtained his approbation, however it might be with others, and their names are enrolled in the book of life. Men are anxious to have their names transmitted to posterity, and recorded in the page of history: but where are all the mighty dead? How soon forgotten! But of all that have lived and died in the faith a book of remembrance is written, and they shall be mine, saith the Lord of hosts, in that day when I make up my jewels. Malachi 3:16-17.

Hebrews 11:40. That they without us should not be made perfect. The patriarchs and the prophets were great examples of faith and confidence in God under dark and threatening providences, of patience in suffering, of heavenly mindedness amidst the prospects of earthly fulness, giving up all things for the love of Christ, and living upon the promises seen only at a distance; yet they lived under an imperfect economy, which could only be completed by the coming of Christ, by his mysterious incarnation and sufferings, which would give substantiality to all preseding revelations, both typical and prophetic, and shed a lustre upon all past ages of the church. For the believing jews therefore to think of deserting christianity now that the former dispensation had passed its maturity, and was ready to vanish away, now that the topstone of the temple was brought forth with shoutings, grace, grace unto it, would bespeak an incredulity, an infatuation scarcely before equalled.

It was the purpose and design of God to erect a more perfect tabernacle, to institute a more excellent priesthood, and to give a completion to the former dispensation by the introduction of one that should abide for ever. It is also according to the divine plan that one age of the church should not be perfect without another, until the whole structure be completed. The patriarchs looked forward to the times of David and Solomon, when the kingdom of Israel should be in its highest glory. David looked forward to gospel times, when his Son and Lord should realise all the ancient promises. The church in the present day is looking forward to the millenial glory, when the mountains shall bring peace to the people, and the little hills by righteousness. On the other hand, no future age of the church could be made perfect without the past. Abraham was the olive tree from which all the fruit should arise. The jews were the depositaries of the lively oracles, whose streams were to water the earth. The prophets sowed the seed which the apostles reaped. Apostles, confessors and martyrs sowed in tears the harvest which we reap, and we are sowing for future generations, in the ministry of the word, in bible societies, and missionary institutions. Every age and department of the church is thus connected, and rendered mutually dependent on each other, to furnish motives for mutual exertion and persevering efforts in the cause of God.

REFLECTIONS.
After a grand foundation laid in the Godhead of Christ, and after a sublime illustration of the gospel as shadowed by the ritual law, we now come to the power and efficacy of faith in God, and in his Christ. This faith is the substance of things hoped for; it realizes them, and gives them a subsistence in the heart so as to make them the evidence of things not seen. Therefore faith in theory, or the belief in a sound creed, is no more the faith that purifies the heart, than the shadows of the law were the gospel of Christ. This faith works by love, it is the pledge and earnest of every future good. This faith opens the kingdom of heaven in the soul, which is not in word, but in power; in the Holy Ghost, and in much assurance.

We are next called to trace the power and virtue of faith in the various walks and conflicts of life, as having the invisible God and his glorious perfections for its object. Adam in innocence, and his posterity believed God, that he made the visible heavens and earth of nothing; and those perverse men who maintain the eternity of matter are hereby utterly confounded. After granting to them all that nature can do, does she attempt to achieve any thing like the creation of the universe? And if matter be eternal, then God himself must be dependent upon matter, and no more a free but a necessary agent.

Abel by faith became the first of martyrs, and received the premier crown. Enoch’s faith penetrated into a future world, and enabled him so to walk with God, and so far to please him, that God remitted to him the sentence of death, and translated him alive to glory. — Noah, living in an age still more wicked, found grace in the eyes of the Lord. He was warned of God of unseen things, and prepared the ark, to the saving of his house. And are not sinners now warned of the deluge of wrath and fire, which shall devour the adversaries of God? See note on 2 Peter 3:10. And if they prepare not to meet their God; if they take not refuge in Christ, the ark already prepared, how will they see the face of Noah, and how will they see the face of God? The mouth of the wicked will be completely shut by the example of good men, who daily conquer the temptations which they ridicule or reckon insupportable. Noah not only saved his house, and condemned the world, but he became heir of the righteousness of God, or the riches of his covenant which is obtained by faith only, productive of unceasing obedience.

The next illustrious example of faith is in the patriarch Abraham, who received the promise, believed God, and obtained righteousness while in uncircumcision. His faith enabled him to leave his country, and his kindred, to wander all his days among the worst of men; to scorn building a city and fighting for a district of land, because he sought a better country, and a city which had a permanent foundation. His faith encreased with years; it surmounted the infirmities of Sarah in regard of the promised heir of the world, and it was sanctified in the pure measure of paternal affection when Isaac was laid upon the altar. See Reflections on Genesis 22.

Moses had a faith worthy of his fathers. No sooner was he appointed judge and leader of Israel, than he owned the poor people of God, and began to avenge them. Moses fixed his eye on the recompense of reward, poured contempt on the riches and honours of Egypt, chose affliction with the people of God, contested their emancipation with Pharaoh, and endured to the end. Let us follow this illustrious model. Let us break off with the proud and oppressive world, let us take our lot with God’s people, for they shall have hope when the wicked despair. So it was with Moses when he died on the mount, as is copiously described in Deuteronomy 34.

Time would fail to trace the examples of faith in the subsequent ages down to Christ, but references and reflections will be found on each character. Suffice it to say, that those elders died in the faith, and obtained a good report in their day. And from a general view of their character it is obvious, that they believed in one true and eternal God or Godhead, as illustrated in Deuteronomy 6:4-5. They believed in the Messiah, and in the influence of the Holy Spirit. They believed in a providence, and a future state. Hence faith, lodging in their hearts, so operated in their lives, that they made every sacrifice for God and religion, which peculiar circumstances required. In short they prove to us, that God will never forsake his people in the day of trouble. Under a cloud of affliction he may leave them far awhile, but in the issue he will visit the faithful with everlasting lovingkindness and honour. Now we are more especially called to equal them in faith, being all one body in Christ, God having reserved those better things for us, the Messiah revealed, that they without us should not be made perfect, nor consummate the enjoyments of heaven. The patriarchs as a body are not perfect, because their children in the faith yet groan, being strangers and pilgrims like their fathers. The prophets are not consummately happy till their prophecies are accomplished, though they do not feel the pain of Jonah. Our ministers, our pious parents, yea, and Christ himself as head over all things to the church, are yet incomplete till we come to the marriage supper of the Lamb. What arguments for faith, for piety, and for perseverance, to attain the full assurance of hope unto the end. 

12 Chapter 12 

Verses 1-29
Hebrews 12:1. Wherefore, seeing we also are compassed about with so great a cloud of witnesses. Confessors and martyrs of the ancient church are here supposed to be the spectators of our course, and we are here called upon to follow these veterans of the faith. Their number is such that they are said to be a cloud, like the assembled multitudes seen on special occasions to witness some extraordinary spectacle. Nor is it the celestial host only that are interested in this contest; we are also compassed about with a cloud of enemies from earth and hell, who with eagerness observe the manner in which we acquit ourselves. All feel some sort of interest in our failure or success.

Let us lay aside every weight, a word which comprises all the impediments in our course. The fear of man, which holds the conscience in bondage. The cares of this life, by which we are in danger of being laden as with thick clay, instead of living by faith and trusting the Lord. The love of riches, and resting in created good, is also an impediment in our course. All these must be laid aside, with every other hindrance, if we would so run as to obtain.

And the sin which doth so easily beset us. ευτεριστατον is difficult to translate. Montanus reads, απεριστατον, circumstans peccatum, the sin which surrounds us. Erasmus favours the English reading, the sin which easily circumvents us. The Mons version reads, Des liens du peché qui nous serre si ettroittement, the bonds of sin which so closely beset us. This sin may be best discovered by reading over the book of conscience, to detect concupiscence in all its forms; the passions in all their characters, pride, anger, unholy desire, intemperance, and habits injurious to piety.

Let us run with patience the race that is set before us. Whatever is done for God must be done according to his will. It is not mere exertion that is required, but such as is well directed; not mere running, but running according to rule, or the faster we go the farther we shall be from the mark. The course is laid out, and “set before us,” and we must keep within the prescribed limits. In matters of faith we are not left to human conjecture, nor to our own speculations, but must be guided implicitly by the oracles of God. In practical religion we are not to devise means of our own for pleasing God, nor prescribe modes of worship or of discipline in his church, but strictly conform ourselves to his requirements. In all our enquiries after truth, and in all holy obedience, the sacred scriptures must be our only rule. Those who take reason alone as their guide, or make that the standard of truth, are in a fair way of running into error, and of being finally lost. The most fatal heresies have at all times been introduced by setting up human reason in opposition to revelation, and judging of things, not by the written word, but according to our own conceptions of fitness and propriety. He that would run the christian race with success must make the word of God the test and the standard of all he is to believe and do, it must be the light unto his feet and the lamp unto his path.

In commencing this race it is of great importance to see that we begin right; the starting point must be repentance towards God, and faith in our Lord Jesus Christ, the two constituent parts of all true religion. Depending alone on the blood of the cross for salvation is the way that God has marked out, to the exclusion of every other; and during the whole of our course we must be looking for the mercy of our Lord Jesus Christ unto eternal life. No righteousness of our own, no exertions, no diligence will do without this; we shall either grow tired in our race and draw back, or if we persevere in a mere profession it will end in disappointment.

So many difficulties and dangers are in the way that we must run with patience the race that is set before us. Many difficulties present themselves at the commencement, but they are not all over as soon as we set out; new trials will attend on every step we take. We may have to begin our course alone, and to go on alone, while those of our own house may rise up against us, but we are to stop for no difficulties; the path to glory has alway been strewed with thorns, and it is through much tribulation we must enter the kingdom. We may meet with worldly losses, with adverse providences, and dire reproach; but we must not go out of our way to avoid them, but take up our cross and follow Jesus. Our race will soon be ended, and faith and patience will enable us to finish it with joy.

Hebrews 12:2. Looking unto Jesus. In this race we have not only the example of old-testament saints, who by a sublime figure of the apostle’s are summoned from their seats in glory to be witnesses of our conflict, but we have also the example of Christ himself to stimulate us in our course. He entered on his work under every possible discouragement, but suffered nothing to hinder him till he had fully completed it, and is now set down at the right hand of God. Christ however is not only set before us as our example, he is also the fountain from whence all our strength and sufficiency is to be derived. We are therefore to look to his grace to support us, and to his example to stimulate us. He was encouraged in his great and arduous career by looking at the joy that was set before him; there is also a joy set before us, which we may hope to obtain by looking unto Jesus.

This does not intend any distinct or particular act, but the constant exercise of faith in him. It is a looking off from other objects, so as not to have our attention fixed, or our course impeded by them, like a traveller who pursues his journey, and passes by innumerable objects comparatively unobserved. We are apt to be discouraged by the difficulties of the way, but we must not look at them, but unto Jesus, to be constantly replenished from his fulness. In seasons of darkness, when providence seems to be against us, when without are fightings and within are fears, let us wait upon the Lord, and be of good courage, and he will strengthen our hearts. When overwhelmed with a sense of guilt and unworthiness, surrounded with temptations, and full of innumerable wants, let us still look to Jesus, who is able to supply them all, and to his atoning blood, which can cleanse us from all unrighteousness. In the use of appointed means let us look to him for success, and keep a steady eye on his sacrifice and mediation. Turning away from him, or losing a sight of his cross, all our energies will fail; there is no heart in religion, no spiritual strength in its professors, unless he is made the centre and the life of all. We shall neither run the race, nor win the prize.

Hebrews 12:3. Lest ye be wearied and faint in your minds. Such are the unhappy effects of human depravity that we are ever prone to depart from God, to grow weary in welldoing, and faint in our minds. After having enjoyed communion with God, been more assiduous in searching his word, more constant and fervent in holy duties, more decided in the exercise of self- denial, and after enjoying a full sense of pardoning mercy, there is still a danger of declining in spirituality, and in the ardour of our love. In the performance of public duties we too soon grow weary. Those who preach the word are apt to be discouraged, if they labour without apparent success. Such was the case with Isaiah, who cried out despondingly, Who hath believed our report, and to whom is the arm of the Lord revealed?

Jeremiah also was so disheartened that he was ready to say he would speak no more in the name of the Lord. In hearing the word, when we are not comforted, we are apt, like the Hebrews, to become dull of hearing. In prayer, when no answer is given, or the blessing seems to be withheld, it is the same. So difficult is it to walk by faith, and live by faith, and keep up a close communion with God. Under persecutions and reproaches, worldly losses or the loss of friends, we are apt to sink and die; many indeed have fainted under such circumstances, and walked the ways of God no more.

The only remedy is still to be looking unto Jesus, and consider how he endured the contradiction of sinners against himself, made higher than the heavens, a series of contradictions which heightened the obloquy and the shame of the cross. He was derided by Herod, reviled and mocked by the jews, smitten by the rabble, scourged by Pilate, and crucified on Calvary. Yet he threatened not, but was led like a lamb to the slaughter, and as a sheep dumb before its shearers, so he opened not his mouth. All this he endured for our sakes, and for ours only. Let us not faint therefore under the light afflictions we may meet with by the way, but be willing to endure all things for his sake, nor count our lives dear unto us that we may finish our course with joy.

Hebrews 12:4. Ye have not yet resisted unto blood, alluding to the cest, where the combatants fought with mufflers in their hands, and sometimes gave a deadly blow. Therefore, oh Hebrews, do not give up the contest; you are not yet killed, only fight on, and the victory and the crown are yours for ever.

Hebrews 12:5. Despise not the chastening of the Lord, nor faint when thou art rebuked of him. This quotation from Proverbs 3:11, though chiefly intended to encourage the desponding Hebrews, conveyed at the same time a tacit reproof, as they had “forgotten the exhortation which spoke to them as children.” Not having the word of truth dwelling in us richly is oftentimes the reason why we sink under troubles, and are not prepared to meet them. — There are two extremes against which we are here guarded, — that of despising divine chastisement, and that of fainting under it.

We may be said to despise or make light of our troubles when we overlook the hand of God in them, or consider them merely as the effect of second causes. The prophet complained of this, saying, “when thy hand is lifted up, they will not see.” Also when the end and design of affliction is not duly considered, we may be said to despise the chastening of the Lord. All afflictions are sent as rebukes, as a refiner’s fire to take away the dross of sin. Joseph’s brethren are brought into distress to remind them of their former cruelty. Shimei was sent to curse David, to bring his sin and transgression to remembrance. To be unaffected and unmoved by affliction, is another way of despising God’s correcting hand, which is intended to soften the heart, and bow our will in deep subjection under it, like David when he went up weeping to mount Olivet with his head uncovered. 2 Samuel 15:30. Or like good Hezekiah, who mourned as a dove, while his eyes failed with looking upward. Isaiah 38:14. Wicked men are like Judah, of whom the prophet says, Thou hast stricken them, but they have not grieved. Jeremiah 5:3.

On the other hand, we are equally in danger of fainting in the day of adversity, because our strength is small. Proverbs 24:10. Under accumulated sorrows Job himself was ready to faint. Jonah wished in himself to die: and Rebekah exclaimed, what good shall my life do me. To this state of mind we are to oppose the considerations suggested by the apostle to the Hebrews, that if we believe in Christ all our afflictions are the chastenings of a Father’s hand, that he deals with us as with sons, that we may not be condemned with the world. That all his children endure chastisement; he rebuketh every son whom he receiveth into his family, not for his own pleasure, but that we may be made partakers of his holiness.

Hebrews 12:12. Lift up the hands which hang down, and the feeble knees. Among the believing Hebrews there were some that stood fast and walked well, and who were able to strengthen and comfort their weaker brethren. The hanging down of the hands, and the trembling knees, were signs of great feebleness, but of nothing more. They walked very lamely, tottering and ready to fall; but the apostle, instead of overlooking or neglecting them, bespeaks the compassion of others on their behalf. How much like his blessed Lord, who would not break the bruised reed, nor quench the smoking flax. Social religion, properly understood, possesses all the characters of true benevolence; its object is not to censure and condemn, but to commend and approve; not to scatter the flock, but to seek that which is gone astray, to bind up the broken, and heal that which is sick.

The only salutary discipline for weak and wavering christians is to exhibit the exceeding great and precious promises, and the faithfulness of God in their performance; to assure them of the fulness and freeness of his salvation, of the ability of Christ to save all that come to God by him, and the pledge he has given, that whosoever cometh he will in nowise cast out. That the heirs of promise are those who have fled for refuge, to lay hold upon the hope set before us in the gospel, those who feel their need of Christ, and have found their way to the foot of his cross. Hebrews 6:18. It is this alone that can comfort the feeble minded, and lift up the hands that hang down; and indeed it is the only ground of hope to the most eminent believer, and so Paul himself found it in the immediate prospect of death and martyrdom. 1 Timothy 1:15.

Hebrews 12:14. Follow peace — and holiness, without which no man shall see the Lord. Holiness implies a being cleansed from the defilement of the flesh and of the spirit, 2 Corinthians 7:1; and is the restoration of the soul to the image of God. It is a new creation in Christ Jesus, attained by looking unto him; for all we, beholding as in a glass the glory of the Lord, are changed into the same image. There is a moral connection between the heart and the objects with which it converses. By looking up to heaven, we become heavenly-minded. By looking at glory, we become glorious within.

And let us never forget, that without holiness no man shall see the Lord. The beatific vision is promised to the pure in heart. Matthew 5:8. Admission into the presence of royalty is the highest favour accorded to those who have executed the commands of their sovereign. But oh the felicity in beholding the glory of the Uncreated; to see him in his only- begotten Son, our adored Lord and Redeemer. Oh suffering Hebrews, forget not that word, “His servants shall see his face.” Yea more: “we know that we shall be like him, for we shall see him as he is.” Unless we bear his image, we cannot endure his presence, but must dread his appearance.

Hebrews 12:15-16. Looking diligently, lest any man fail of the grace of God, since none but the sanctified can see God. Lest there be any root of bitterness, a root, as Moses says, bearing wormwood and gall; erroneous doctrine, and fornication, like Esau in his marriages. The difficulty of restoring old and hardened professors, is similar to that of healing chronic diseases, and bad ulcerous wounds. Who could restore the old prophet at Bethel to the simplicity and love of his former years? Old habits of sinning render conversion difficult, if not hopeless.

Hebrews 12:17. When he would have inherited the blessing, he was rejected; for he found no place of repentance. The English version is here uncouth. When he was desirous to inherit the blessing, he found no place of repentance. The margin reads, “no way to change his mind.” Meaning, probably, Isaac’s mind. This is better than the text. Beausobre reads, parcequ’il ne put oblige Isaac à se retract. 

Hebrews 12:22. But ye are come to mount Zion — the heavenly Jerusalem, as explained in Isaiah 28:16; Isaiah 60:1; Isaiah 60:20. Micah 4:1; Micah 4:6. Galatians 4:26. The new-testament church is now the only temple, a habitation of God through the Spirit.

To an innumerable company of angels. It was the glory of the old- testament church to be frequently visited by the celestial host, who seemed to make a part of their society. The law was given through the ministry of angels. Prophets were often furnished with messages by their agency, and supported by them under various discouragements. This honour put upon the jewish church seems to have stumbled the Hebrew converts, who on not beholding the christian church invested with it, were for drawing back to the ancient glory. Paul however reminds them, that though the gospel was not introduced by the ministry of angels, it “first began to be spoken by the Lord,” who was infinitely their superior, and was afterwards confirmed by divers signs and miracles, and gifts of the Holy Ghost: Hebrews 2:3-4. And though there is now no visible appearance of the holy angels, yet our fellowship with them is not suspended, nor have their kind offices ceased. “Are they not all ministering spirits, sent forth to minister for them who shall be heirs of salvation?”

They are not only about the church, as the chariots of fire were round about the prophet on the mount, but are in the church and of the church, members of the same mystical body of which Christ is the head; and by coming to him we are brought into contact with their society. Previous to the fall there was but one family in heaven and earth: when man sinned, and joined the rebel hosts in revolt, the holy angels, the friends of God’s righteous government, suspended all intercourse with apostate man, and left a world of traitors from loyalty to the supreme Sovereign. Through the mediation of Christ the friendship is renewed, the harmony is restored. Having made peace through the blood of his cross, all things are reconciled, “whether they be things in earth, or things in heaven:” all things in him are gathered together in one, “both which are in heaven and which are on earth, even in him.” Colossians 1:20. Ephesians 1:10.

This accounts for the angels’ song at the Nativity, Luke 2:14, and for all their kind offices towards the church in every succeeding age. Christ’s little ones are taken under their protection, Matthew 18:10; and when a saint dies, he is conveyed to Abraham’s bosom by the ministry of angels. Luke 16:22. What a delightful prospect, that we shall not go alone into the invisible world, nor be strangers in heaven when we come there, but shall be associated with those happy spirits who have been our fellow- servants, and our brethren in the kingdom and patience of Christ Jesus. Revelation 19:10.

Hebrews 12:23. Ye are come to the church of the firstborn, which are written in heaven. The cities of Asia had the names of citizens enrolled; and if any one committed a crime, his name was erased from the record. Ye are come to God, the Judge of all, who shall rejudge the judges, and reverse their sentences against his saints.

To the spirits of just men made perfect. The doctrine of an intermediate state is here plainly asserted, not as a doctrine peculiar to christianity, but as common to revealed religion, and believed by all who have died in the faith in all ages. Isaiah 57:1-2, 2 Corinthians 5:8. The spirits of just men departed are here said to be made perfect, not however so perfect as to be incapable of any encrease, for their happiness will be greatly augmented at the resurrection, when each shall be clothed with his own body. Yet they are so perfect as to be freed from all sin, and from all misery; sorrow and sighing are fled away. They were just men, while in this world, but here they had their defects and infirmities; now they exist no more. The best idea we can form of the heavenly state is, that it consists in the entire absence of all those evils which attend us in the present life; there is no more pain, no more sorrow, no more death. Its positive felicity surpasses all understanding.

Our knowledge of departed spirits is very limited, like our knowledge of the holy angels, yet we still have a kind of fellowship with them, as we have with good men of different ages and in distant parts of the earth, whom we have never seen, but have only heard of them by the hearing of the ear, or a perusal of their works. So spiritual, so elevated and refined, is the sublimated genius of christianity.

We may be said to come to this general assembly, from the moment that we believe in Christ, and in virtue of our union with him. Henceforth our conversation is in heaven, and we already enjoy in some humble degree the happiness of those in heaven, drinking at the same fountain, and of the rivers of God’s pleasure, which are at his right hand for evermore. They enjoy the presence of Christ, and so do we; to them is given the bright and morning star, and its light has shined into our hearts. It is but a thin veil that separates the family in heaven and on earth, and soon it will be drawn aside to give us full admission into the society above.

Hebrews 12:24. To the blood of sprinkling, that speaketh better things than that of Abel. The shedding of Abel’s blood repelled Cain from the family altar; but now by the blood of Christ we are brought nigh to God, and are adopted into his family. See on Genesis 4.

Hebrews 12:25-26. See that ye refuse not him that speaketh. The Lord Christ, the Messiah, whose voice once shook mount Sinai. But now he hath promised, saying, yet once more I shake not the earth only, but also heaven. The kingdom of Christ shook the rebel jews, destroyed their city and temple, and scattered them. It also shook the Roman power to pieces, and shall finally put down antichrist in all its forms. It shall overwhelm the infidels with the fiery vengeance of an angry God.

Hebrews 12:28-29. Wherefore we receiving a kingdom that cannot be moved. Christianity has hitherto weathered all storms of war and tumult, guarded by a God of consuming fire; therefore, oh Hebrews, leave not your lovely Jerusalem for a temple stained with blood, and about to be burned; but take courage and confess the Lord, like the ancient cloud of witnesses, for the day of his coming is at hand.

REFLECTIONS.
The Greek and Roman nations assembled in great multitudes to see their fights, their shows, and their courses; and more than once their theatres have fallen down and crushed the people. The inhabitants of heaven do not evince less concern for the christian in his race, and in his fight. The patriarchs, the prophets, and the noble army of martyrs look on to see this race for eternal life, and this fight for a crown that fadeth not away: yes, and all those hallowed spectators have themselves both run and fought in their day. Let us therefore lay aside every weight of worldly inordinate affection, especially those besetting, those circumventing sins of fleshly lusts, and all manner of concupiscence. The latter are false steps, throwing us down in our course, and exposing us to great peril and shame. Three of these are named in this chapter — fainting when we are chastened, and sins of appetite, as Esau’s, who sold his birthright for one mess of pottage. Fornication also, and every shade of impurity, as Esau’s lawless marriages with the daughters of Heth. Ah, how many are ensnared and thrown down with these sins, and sell their peace for a worldly portion. And what could better support the Hebrew christians than the idea of the Saviour’s sufferings on Calvary with glory in his view.

Crosses and chastisements are marks of God’s paternal love. We are pilgrims, and need trials from the world, lest our hearts should rest on earth. We need afflictions, lest we should linger here, but pain makes us groan for a house not made with hands. Besides, it is reproachful to faint, as we have not yet suffered much. We have not like the martyrs resisted unto blood, striving against sin; and when the cross is borne in a proper spirit, it yields the highest and most grateful satisfaction to the mind.

If the patriarchs and martyrs fainted not, their children have less cause to faint, because they are under a better covenant, and come to mount Zion which is above, and the mother of us all. And who would forfeit his rank among angels, prophets and martyrs, and the church of the firstborn, for a bare existence upon earth; for a disgraced and branded character, and the bitter reproaches of his own heart. Who would forfeit his rank among this heavenly host, to live under the scorn of a Jezebel, the cruelty of a Nero, a Caligula, and the contempt of bloody men. Rather let us look to the great Captain of our salvation, who for the joy that was set before him endured the cross, and is now set down at God’s right hand. Rather let us hear his voice which once shook Sinai, but shortly shall shake and remove the nations, and all power which opposes his almighty sway. Happy is that man whose heart in all the vicissitudes of life remains steadfast with his God. He shall shortly hear the plaudit, Well done, good and faithful servant, enter thou into the joy of thy Lord. 

13 Chapter 13 

Verses 1-25
Hebrews 13:1. Let brotherly love continue. The love as when you first believed, and when many of you sold your possessions to raise a fund for the widows, who were cut off from the alms of the synagogue.

Hebrews 13:2. Be not forgetful to entertain strangers, whether accredited ministers of the word, or brethren fleeing from persecution. Abraham and Lot, in so doing, entertained Angels, unconscious of their guests. Tertullian recites a proverb of the first believers. “See how these christians love one another.” Dr. Cave’s account of Pachome, an Egyptian father, and celebrated as a pillar in the church, is deficient. He was an officer attached to a Roman legion, and gives this account of his own conversion. That being on a forced march, and the men in great distress, we came, says he, to a town whose inhabitants afforded every supply; but with an openness and generosity of heart we had nowhere before witnessed. Struck with their benevolence, we enquired who those people were that had been so impelled to do good? It was replied, that they were Christians, whose maxim was, to aid every one as much as they could; to do good to all men, even to their enemies, or rather to be the friends of all the world, and thus disarm every foe. I then lifted up my hand to heaven and said, “if this religion make men so much better than others, then from this very day I would be a christian.”

Hebrews 13:4. Marriage is houourable in all ranks and degrees of men, which forms a double argument against concubinage and adultery. The apostle’s affirmation however is chiefly intended to counteract the pernicious notion of some ascetics, who at this early period denounced marriage as incompatible with the pure spirit of christianity; and who, if their vile imposture had been continued, they would well nigh have depopulated the human race. The Corinthian church was partly infected with this error, and wrote to Paul apparently on this subject. 1 Corinthians 7:1-2. The apostle in this passage to the Hebrews restores the institution to its primitive honour as one of the first proofs of divine beneficence and goodness towards man. Genesis 2:18-22.

Hebrews 13:5. Let your conversation be without covetousness. τροπος, mores sint absque avaritia. Let your manners be without avarice, or inordinate desire. Seeing the Lord has said, I will never leave thee, nor forsake thee, let it be apparent from your conduct that your heart is not set on worldly riches, but on seeking to please him who is the alsufficient God, and a satisfying portion to the soul.

Hebrews 13:7-8. Remember them who have the rule over you: ηγουμενων, your leaders and guides, ducum vestrorum; who have spoken to you the word of God: whose faith follow, and abide in their doctrine. Considering the end of their conversation, which is Christ, the same yesterday, to-day, and for ever. The poets say, Jupiter rex omnibus idem. Jove, the king, is the same to all. The immutability of Christ is stated in equivalent terms, in Revelation 1:8. I am Alpha and Omega, the beginning and the ending, saith the Lord, which is, and which was, and which is to come, the Almighty. — Theophylact says, Idem est Christ heri; id est, omni præterito tempore, et hodie, hoc est, præsenti tempore, et in seculo futura, ideoq, infinita. Christ is the same yesterday, that is, in all preseding time; and to-day, that is, the present time; and in future ages, and therefore he is infinite.

These phrases, according to Estius, speak of Christ’s divinity, which is always the same; or according to Heinsius, without any beginning or ending. Junius says, we may infer the identity of his essence, from the identity and effects of his actions. And Tirinus says, that Jesus Christ is now the same to us in power and munificence, and will be always and everywhere the same, and in all things. To the same effect are the words of Cyril, St. Thomas, Anselm, Ribera, and Lapide, as may be seen in the Biblia Magna. Erasmus explains this jointly of Christ’s person and doctrine, and proper enough from the immutability of his person is inferred his truth, which shall remain when the heavens are no more.

I have been careful to collect learned illustrations here, because Dr. Doddridge expounds this text solely of Christ’s power and grace; and out of respect to some great expositors, who urge Acts 5:4, and 2 Corinthians 4:5, as instances in which Christ signifies not his person but his word. And who are those great expositors? Why truly, Grotius and Limborch, two avowed Arians. The illustrious authors cited above are all fathers in sacred criticism, and are hostile to the doctor’s notion. It is a lamentable fact, that if there be an Arian gloss, however futile, Dr. Doddridge is sure to favour his readers with it, and in some wary or bye way to state it with beguiling force. 

Hebrews 13:9-10. Be not carried about with divers and strange doctrines. Novelty in doctrine is but a beguiling charm; it is, on the contrary, infinitely preferable for the heart to be established with grace, in all the power of regeneration, and all the habitudes of piety and holiness. Then the buzzings of the pharisees about meats and drinks cannot hurt you. We have in Christ a better priest, and a better altar, at which they, through unbelief, have no right to eat.

Hebrews 13:14. Here we have no continuing city, but we seek one to come. A city conveys the idea of society and of opulence, the leading objects of man’s desire. Our highest enjoyments are indeed of a social nature, and a competence, if not affluence, is a laudable object of ambition. Comfortable accommodation as we pass through life is what all seek, but few find; and when found, there we are for making our home, and taking up our rest. But there is no continuance; we are often bereaved by some unforeseen causes, or if not, we are soon removed from them by death. Our enjoyments arise in great measure from agreeable connections, in domestic or in religious life; but in these there is no abiding. Providence often separates chief friends, persecution scattered the early christians, and death separated David and Jonathan. If we acquire a competence for the present life, it may all be scattered by the wind: riches make themselves wings and fly away. Job said, I shall die in my nest, and multiply my days as the sand; but how soon were all his hopes put to flight. The world is full of changes, death takes away those whom we love, and will soon take us away. Here we have no continuing city.

But we seek one to come. Heaven is also called a city, one that hath foundations, whose builder and maker is God. That is a state of glorious society, enjoying all the delights of mutual intercourse without any alloy; a home that is undisturbed by domestic discord, and friendship without deceit. A state perfectly exempt from all that tends to mar our present enjoyment and satisfaction in religious society; no cold indifference is found there, no jealousies, no divisions, no dissensions, no disputes, neither sin nor imperfection of any kind. All is harmony and love, and that for ever. Our highest enjoyments here are transient only, and are quickly succeeded with clouds and darkness. There all is permanent, a high noonday, and our sun shall no more go down.

All true believers are seeking to enter this city, making it the great and leading object of pursuit, and by that are they distinguished from the men of the world. To them it is a glorious reality; they are here strangers and pilgrims only, the world on which they tread will soon be burnt up, and nothing will remain but the city of the living God, the heavenly Jerusalem, and its ever-blessed inhabitants.

Hebrews 13:17. Obey them that have the rule over you, and submit yourselves. Be guided by those holy elders who by age, by wisdom and experience, and incessant labours, have a paternal voice in the house of God. (See on 1 Thessalonians 5:12-13) Those true shepherds who govern their flocks as fathers, taking the judgment and consent of the people along with them, like Romaine, Cecil, and Hill, in London; Crosse, in Bradford; Venn, in Huddersfield; Ryland, in Bristol, and many others, who admirably succeeded in preserving concord and peace among large congregations. They are models for us to study and imitate. — On collating this verse with 1 Thessalonians 5:12-13, we discover another proof that Paul wrote this letter to the Hebrews.

Hebrews 13:20-21. Now the God of peace, who having harmony in himself, and promotes concord in his works, that brought again from the dead our Lord Jesus, after he had reconciled all things to himself on the cross, that great shepherd of the sheep, celebrated by the prophets, Psalms 23; Psalms 95:3. Ezekiel 34:11, through the blood of the everlasting covenant; and he could not have been raised without the ransom of his life being paid; make you perfect. Paul prays here for the Hebrews as he had just solicited them to pray for him. The peace of God which passeth all understanding is the grand source of personal happiness, and the earnest of future felicity.

Hebrews 13:23. Timothy is set at liberty. This marks a respect not unlike that of St. Paul for Timothy, and that the writer of this epistle was well known to the Hebrew christians. The slight variation in the style may be accounted for from the variation in the subjects of this and his other epistles.

REFLECTIONS.
The meekness of wisdom displayed by this great apostle in his treatment of the Hebrews cannot be too much admired, and ought to be regarded as a model to all christian pastors in their conduct towards the flock. He mourns over them, but he deals not in censures or criminations, nor does he threaten them with exclusion from his society and fellowship, but is gentle among them, as a nurse cherisheth her children, and owns them still as brethren, notwithstanding their numerous errors and defects. How holy and how lovely is such an example, and how deserving of imitation.

Paul well reflected on the trials and difficulties they had met with, on the weakness of their faith, their want of information, their exposedness to the seductive influence of judaizing teachers, and their national prejudices and predilections in favour of the ritual economy, once established by divine authority, and guarded by the highest sanctions. He therefore endeavours to reclaim them by a display of the superior excellence of the gospel, as realizing all that types and prophets had foretold, and advancing so near to the suburbs of heaven as to give admission to the company of angels, and the glorified spirits around the throne. And what could the Hebrews desire more? The christian church is placed on the highest pinnacle of glory; and when Christ shall take to himself his great power and reign, it shall be “as the days of heaven upon the earth.” Deuteronomy 11:21.

The apostle having spoken at large, closes with a few short requests, enforcing charity, guarding nuptial chastity, and enjoining a conduct exempt from every sordid vice. In particular he exhorts them to love, to honour and esteem their ministers, without which how can prosperity attend the church? The people who glory in their pastors, will ever find pastors who rejoice over them.

A happy and heavenly frame of mind is recommended, and strongly too, by the consideration that we are all strangers and pilgrims on earth. Why should this old man build a mansion; he is but a tenant at will, he has no lease of life. Heaven only is the pilgrim’s home. Suffer then the word of exhortation, and offer the sacrifice of praise to God continually, giving thanks to his name. 

